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Arr. I.— Medicine and Medicals,' By Tos. J. Corson, M.D. 
Trenton, N. J. 


“ ALLAH IL ALLAH! There is but one God; and Mohammed is 
his Prophet,” cries the devout Mussulman. And there are physi- 
cians—grave, learned, and reverend men—in this present age, 
which we, with complacent self-glorification, delight to call the 
age of refinement and intelligence, whose faith in the efficacy of 
medicine to cure disease is as firm and immutable as that of the 
Mussulman in his beloved Prophet, and whose creed, as exhibited 
by their practice, is, “ Medication is the only physical salvation, 
and calomel is the grand regent thereof.” They who have such 
unlimited faith in the health restoring power of medicine, dose 
the sick in season and out of season; giving the stomach no 
opportunity to rest from its labors, but constantly goading it on 
to unwonted exertions; as if they thought that the greatest good 
would result from the greatest quantity of medicine that could 
be poured down the gullets of the unfortunate sufferers. Like 
the beast in the vision of Daniel, their treatment of disease is 
“dreadful, and terrible, and strong exceedingly,” and those who 
have had to pass through the fiery ordeal of such “ heroic” treat- 
ment, will feel inclined to believe, with Cardan, that there is “plus 
a medico quam a morbo periculi.” If every one were like 
Diekens’ Mr. Merdles, who had “the constitution of a rhinoceros, 
the digestion of an ostrich, and the concentration of an oyster,” 
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such treatment might possibly be borne with impunity; but as 
the human stomach and intestines are delicate organs, lined by 
a very sensitive membrane, which readily receives impressions 
from any irritant substance that comes in contact with it, which 
impressions are necessarily radiated in some degree throughout 
the whole system, the heroic practice is not always crowned with 
a successful termination, The human system may, for a time, be 
able to endure such attacks upon its internal organization, but it 
must at last succumb; so that, if the whole truth were to be told, 
many tombstones would bear inscriptions like that of him who 
directed that this epitaph should be placed over his last resting- 
place: “I was well—wished to be better—took physic—and 
died.” We must admit that such men have practised, and per- 
haps still do practise the healing art; and in view of this fact, we 
cannot deny that in some rare (?) instances, the lines of Hudibras 
are in a certain measure true, 

For men suffer worse distresses 

From taking physic than diseases ; 


And, therefore, commonly recover 
As soon as Doctors give them over. 


The evils of too severe and long continued medication must 
be patent to every one who has the least degree of observation, 
and who can reason, @ posteriori, from effect to cause. We cannot 
ignore the painful conviction that very great harm is done by the 
too free use of medicine, for we have constantly presented to our 
notice too frequent verifications of the old adage, “ Quicunque 
pharmacatur in juventute, deflebit in senectute.” Instances of 
the evils resulting from this baneful practice are too numerous ; 
we meet them daily and hourly: and the sickly and attenuated 
forms of invalids, whose strength and energy have been thus 
destroyed, and whose lives have consequently been prematurely 
shortened, bear convincing testimony of the danger of tampering 
with drags and villainous compounds, which are too frequently 
concocted not so much to do good to those who may take them, 
as to enrich the originators of these nauseous mixtures of health- 
‘ destroying agents. There is much truth in the assertion of old 
Robert Burton, the author of that most queer, quaint, quizzical 
and interesting book, Zhe Anatomy of Melancholy. That “com- 
mon experience tells us that they live freest from all man- 
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ner of infirmities, that make least use of apothecaries’ physic. 
Many are overthrown by preposterous use thereof, and thereby 
get their bane, that might otherwise have escaped. Many that 
did ill under physicians’ hands have happily escaped when they 
have been given over by them, left to God and nature, and them- 
selves.” 

I have no desire to attempt to run a muck against the science 
of medicine, or to bestow undue obligations upon its practi- 
tioners. Far be it from me to undertake anything so Quixotic 
and suicidal. I would not willingly withhold the least degree of 
deserved praise and commendation from medical practitioners ; 
for our science has for its end, object, and aim, the most praise- 
worthy purposes, and the honest practitioner is actuated by the 
most holy and benevolent motives: for what can be more noble 
and generous than to do good to our suffering fellow-men? And, 
accordingly, we find that, from the earliest ages of which we have 
any knowledge, the medical profession has been crowned with 
honor, glory, confidence, and love. It is the peculiar province of 
the medical man to adapt himself to the endless varying circum- 
stances of life, and so to govern his words and actions, aye, and 
the very expression of his countenance, that he may soothe grief, 
still the voice of mourning, calm the petulence of disease, and 
assuage the sorrow which he is constantly called upon to witness. 
His life is spent amidst groans and tears; and heavy-hearted 
sighs and bitter lamentations meet him on every side; so that 
that old growler, Doctor Johnson, was not far from right when 
he said that “a doctor's life is a continual interruption of pleasure 
and a melancholy attendance upon misery.” His office is to cause 
the light of gladness to shine upon the scenes of suffering, to 
restore health to the sinking frame, courage to the desponding 
mind, and joy to the aching heart; and his labors of love are 
rewarded by the incense of grateful hearts and the praise of noble 
minds. The son of Sirach says: “The skill of the physician shall 
lift up his head; and in the sight of great men he shall be in 
admiration,” and Hierophilus calls the physician “Manus Dei,” 
and, in some instances, he does seem to be indeed the “hand of 
God.” 

Bat, while I am willing to give all honor and praise where it is 
due, it is no proof that my love for the truly noble and glorious 
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science of medicine is not sufficiently ardent, because in this 
plain talk about medicine and medicals, I try to notice some of 
the most glaring faults and inconsistencies of medical men. 
Therefore, the first and principal account in my indictment, is 
that, as a general rule (to which, it is pleasant to say, the excep- 
tions are rapidly becoming more numerous), physicians give too 
much medicine. As some surgeons are always too ready to use 
the knife, sometimes lopping off limbs which might have been 
saved; so some physicians are too willing to administer those 
drugs and compounds, the ultimate effect of which may be disas- 
trous in the highest degree ; so that there may be some force and 
pertinence in the bitter epigram of old Urentius— 
Chirurgicus medico quo differt? Scilicet isto,— 
Enecat hic succis, enecat-ille manu ; 


Carnifice hoc ambo tantum differe videntur, 
Tardius hi faciunt, quod facit ille cito. 


And it was doubtless some poor be-dosed and be-drugged in- 
dividual who, wickedly but wittily, declared that— 


Whom Scylla drowns not, hoarse Charybdis will : 
Whom spares Disease, the Doctor’s sure to kill. 


That as much evil—if not more—is done by giving too much 
medicine, as by failing to give enough, must be plain to every 
observing mind. We Americans are pre-eminently a medicine- 
loving people, as is evidently proven by reference to our news- 
papers, whose columns are filled to repletion with lying adver- 
tisements of quack nostrums, which purport to be able to cure 
any and every disease to which the human system is liable. 
These medicine-makers attract the attention of the sick and hy- 
pochondriac by the preposterously absurd promises which they 
make, and by the marvellous powers which they declare that 
their remedies possess. Ignorant people are always fond of 
mystery, and they will not be satisfied with anything that they 
themselves can comprehend. They are not willing to be relieved 
by natural and simple means, but they must have something 
grand, unusual and wonderful. They would feel offended if you 
should attempt to remove some of their imaginary complaints by 
ordering them to take 20 drops of colored water every three 
hours; but Agua Fontana cum Santali Tinctura colorata would be 
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considered a very efficacious remedy, because of its high-sound- 
ing title. We are told that Naaman, the Syrian, was wroth when 
Elisha, the man of the Lord, sent word to him that his leprosy 
should be healed if he would wash seven times in the river Jordan. 
He expected and desired that Elisha would work a miracle upon 
him; and he was prepared to reward the Prophet for so doing 
with ten talents of silver, six thousand pieces of gold, and other 
valuables. He thought that Elisha ought to come out to him, 
and call upon the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand 
over the place, and thus drive away the leprosy. And there are 
people in the present day, who expect as wonderful things as 
Naaman looked for; and nothing but these miracle-working quack 
medicines, whose power is so illimitable, can satisfy them. Dis- 
eases of the most opposite nature are declared to be curable by 
one and the same remedy; and the people, in their blind credu- 
lity, swallow these unknown compounds, fondly trusting that all 
that is said of them is true. And if one bottle fails to produce 
the desired effect, another one is tried; or, perhaps, some more 
new and still more astoundingly wonderful remedy is procured, 
and the poor abused stomach is drenched again and again, until the 
powers of vitality succumb, and the sufferers either die outright 
from exhaustion, or else drag on a miserable existence, which it 
would be mockery to call life. And these empiric remedies pos- 
sess the advantage of being so very accommodating in their action 
—they do just precisely what you wish them to do, no more and 
no less. And most of them are as pleasant in their operation as 
the “Patent Pickwick Pills,” of which we are told that— 
Though, like a corkscrew they the bowels search, 
Occurs this fact—they never work in church, 


Which saves the labor one is forced to do— 
To hold his hymn-book and his sphincter too. 


And thus, from the cradle to the grave, we run the gauntlet of 
quackery—from Godfrey's Cordial and Batemen’s Drops to 
Swaim’s Panacea and Townsend's Sarsaparilla—from Jayne’s 
Alterative down, way down to McClintock’s Vermifuge, which 
last article is said to possess such wonderful efficacy as to be able 
to throw the worms thirty-feet from the body, without injuring 
the worms, or soiling the clothes of the child. 

Nor is this business of making and advertising quack medi- 
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cines of recent origin. In the Synopsis Medicine, written by 
Wm. Salmon, M. D., and printed at London in 1681—a very valu- 
able work, as it gives us much information in regard to the man- 
ner in which diseases were treated in those days—we find the 
following notice of the “ Catharticum Argenteum”—a medicine 
made and sold by him: “ It cures almost all diseases of the head, 
as Headaches, Megrims, Frenzy, Madness, Falling Sickness, Apo- 
plexies, Convulsions, Palsies, Lethargies, Vertigoes, and other 
like Distempers of the Brain. It is a Specifick Remedy for the 
cure of most Chronic Distempers, as Quartan Agues, Hypochon- 
driac Melancholy, Swellings of the Liver and Spleen, Cachexies, 
Green Sickness, Stoppage of the Terms, &c. It carries off the 
impurities of the Stomach, cleanses the Blood, restores it to its 
course and circulation, cherishes the Vital Spirits, restores the 
functions of all the Parts, adding to the Body Strength and Vi- 
gor. It perfectly cures the Gout, given in the paroxysm so as it 
may not work; but after the fit is over, so that it may work 
strongly. It cures the Scurvy, Dropsy, and King’s Evil, as it 
were to a Miracle; so also the Jaundice, Sciatica, Rickets in chil- 
dren, Consumptions occasioned through manifold obstructions, 
and most other Stubborn Diseases, not to be cured by any other 
Medicine. It is also eminently good in the cure of all running 
Sores, old Uleers, Fistulas, Pox, &., in any part of the body, 
proceeding from what cause soever.” Now was not this a most 
wonderful remedy? Surely “ Rose’s Railroad Pills,” or “ Ken- 
nedy’s Medical Discovery,” “ Woodhull’s Wildfire” or “ Radway’s 
Ready Relief,” cannot work greater miracles than were wrought 
by this “Silver Purge.” I almost wonder that some enterprising 
Quacksalver does not revive old Salmon’s Catharticum Argenteum, 
which is warranted to cure so many diseases. If this should be 
done, then Jayne, Schenck, McClintock, Woodhull, Patty Hill & 
Co., would have to hide their diminished heads in the presence of 
so formidable a rival, and sink into hopeless obscurity. 

Why is it that the uninitiated are so fond of taking medicines, 
of the power of which they know nothing, and of the dangers 
resulting from using which they are utterly ignorant? Medical 
men are, to a great extent, blamable for this, because they have 
made people believe that diseases of all classes, characters and 
grades, can be removed only by wilful, continued, and obstinate 
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dosing. The people have observed that when physicians are 
called upon to treat the sick, they at once bring forth their pocket- 
case and put up medicine, to be taken every one, two, or three 
hours—or else they write a prescription, and send to the druggist’s 
to procure some nauseous compound, which they remorselessly 
order-to be given to the sufferer as frequently and in as large 
quantities as possible—thereby augmenting his sufferings and 
making it more difficylt for Nature to relieve herself from the 
morbific agency which is already taxing her powers so severely. 
In very many cases of sickness, rest and abstinence are all 
that is needed to secure the speedy restoration of health, comfort, 
and vigor ; for Nature will root out the disease if left alone. Let 
the physician avoid giving harsh medicines, whenever he can 
possibly do so—let him cheer and encourage the patient, by as- 
suring him that only a little time and care are required to overcome 
his present temporary distresses, and he will find that old Galen 
said truly, “Spes et confidentia plus valent quim medicina.” 

In the earliest periods of time of which we have any history, 
we find this strong and deep-seated belief in the efficacy of medi- 
cine, prevailing among all classes of people. Homer tells us, in 
his Odyssey, of that famous “ Nepenthes” (which is supposed to 
have been borage) which Polydamna, wife of Thonis, King of 
Thebes, sent Helena, for a token of such rare virtue, that “if 
taken, steeped in wine, if wife and children, father and mother, 
brother and sister, and all thy dearest friends should die before 
thy face, thou couldst not grieve or shed a tear for them.” If 
there were any article in the animal, vegetable or mineral king- 
dom, possessing such rare and wonderful powers, how grateful to 
the mourning soul and saddened heart it would be; but, alas! 
the only persons who use or prescribe this grief-destroying sub- 
stance are the poets, who tell us—without, however, informing 
us where this much-to-be-desired article is to be procured—to 


“ Quaff, oh quaff this kind Nepenthe, and forget thy lost Lenore.” 


The extract of black hellebore was at one time supposed to 
possess miraculous powers, and authors of former days write of 
it in rapturous terms. Paracelsus, who was a highly educated 
and intelligent man (albeit he richly deserves the title of arch- 
quack) speaks thus of it: “ Ultimum refugium, extremum medi- 
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camentum, quod cetera omnia claudit, quecunque ceteris laxa- 
tivis pelli non possunt ad hune pertinent: si non huic nulli ce- 
dunt.” Who gives credence to such foolishness in the present 
day? Certainly, no one; and yet we may be as unwise in some 
particulars as Paracelsus was in ascribing such vast powers to the 
extract of hellebore. : 

If it be true that “history is philosophy teaching by example,” 
it may be well and profitable for us to examine into the history 
of some article of the Materia Medica, which either has been or 
now is held in great repute as a powerful agent for good. And 
it may teach us an useful lesson to know how those articles, which 
at one time were lauded to the skies, have ina short period fallen 
into almost entire disuse. Let us take antimony, fur example. 
We are all familiar with the manner in which this was brought 
into use as an internal remedy. Basil Valentine, a learned monk 
and alchemist, who was fond of making experiments, found that 
the pigs to which he had given antimony in their food, were 
much fattened by it; and he thought that, as it had agreed so well 
with the porcine digestives, it certainly would be beneficial to his 
fellow-monks. But, ingenious as his theory was, its practical 
operation was not very fortunate, for the poor monks to whom 
he surreptitiously gave this article, soon sickened and died—so 
that, from that day to this, it has been called Antimony—mean- 
ing against a monk. Valentine wrote a work on this article of 
the Materia Medica, which he called Currus Triumphalis Anti- 
mont, in which he attempted to prove that it was an almost uni- 
versal panacea, far surpassing all other medicaments then known. 
And Matthiolus, an author who flourished in the 16th century, 
speaks thus of a parish priest, at Prague, in Bohemia: “ He was so 
far gone with melancholy, that he doted and spake he knew not 
what; but after he had taken 12 grs. of Stibium (as I myself saw 
and can witness, for I was called to:see this miraculous accident), 
he was purged of a deal of black choler, like little gobbets of 
flesh, and all his excrements were as black blood (a medicine 
fitter for a horse than a man); yet it did him so much good, that 
the next day he was perfectly cured.” And Dr. Salmon, in his 
Synopsis Medicine, speaks thus rapturously in praise of anti- 
mony: “ Antimonials both happily empty all humors promiscu- 
ously, and because they are most friendly to man’s nature, by de- 
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grees bringing all the humors in man after a peculiar manner to 
a most laudable state, which power it is to be doubted whether it 
be in other things in like manner or no, we certainly know it is 
in Antimony, whatever men, whether learned or unlearned, say 
to the contrary. Moreover, we know a certain Physician, in Lon- 
don, of long and great Practice, who to all his Patients, of what 
Age, Sex, Constitution, or Strength soever, and in every Disease, 
does continually give of the Infusion of Crocus Metallorum, in 
all the Medicaments he exhibits, even to new-born Children, but 
the Dose is so proportioned to every state, as not to encline to 
Vomit (except when he designs Vomiting) and the event is 
crowned with as great success as his Practice is universal: yea, 
he exhibits it in every Cordial he appoints. I have often heard 
him say, no Curable Disease is able to withstand its Force, which, 
although it (so given) operates insensibly, yet, like a Giant, it 
roots out and overcomes Diseases.” Surely we have abundant 
cause for feeling thankful that we were not the patients—and, 
particularly, while we were “new-born children”—of this re- 
nowned doctor, who gave the sulphuretted oxide of antimony to 
“all his patients,” and in “every disease,” and who used it “ con- 
tinually” and in every “cordial” that he directed. "Tis true that 
we use antimonials at present, and sometimes derive great benefit 
from them ; but we do not ascribe such universal healing powers 
to them as are awarded to them by Matthiolus, Salmon, and other 
authors and physicians of former times. _ 

It would be easy to cite other articles of the materia medica, 
which in former days were considered to be infallible specifics 
and panaceas, but which have been thrown aside to make place for 
others; but enough has already been said and quoted, to show 
that the votaries of medical science are sometimes led astray by 
enthusiasm, so that their zeal exceeds their knowledge. 

Another reason why we should refrain as much as possible 
from prescribing heroic remedies, is that, in reality, we know so 
little about the diseases for the cure of which we exhibit them, 
and of the powers of the medicines themselves, We must neces- 
sarily work very much in the dark; and if we use sharp tools, 
we may do more harm than good, There is not a little truth in 
this illustrative comparison made by a waggish physician: “ Life 
and Disease,” said he, “are two men fighting; the physician is a 








106 Corson, Medicine and Medicals. [March 


blind man armed with a club, who comes to separate the com- 
batants. He strikes a blow: if he hits Disease, he kills it; if he 
hits Life, he destroys that.” 

It must be admitted by all, that, in many instances, our reme- 
dies are tentative, experimental and uncertain. The antenne of 
science have not as yet—with a few exceptions—explored to the 
occult and recondite causes of disease. Although the science of 
medicine is thousands of years old, it is yet in its infancy. Ex- 
periment and observation have done much towards making us 
acquainted with the meaning of some of the various symptoms 
which diseases exhibit, and which are the language of disease ; 
but until we know the causes which produce those symptoms, we 
cannot work understandingly, and we can, therefore, do but little 
good: we may be able to palliate, but cannot cure. “Rerum 
cognoscere causas, medicis imprimis necessarium, sine qua nec 
morborum curare, nec precavere licet.” And yet we boldly 
give aconite, arsenic, belladonna, stramonium and other powerful 
agents, which may do incalculable damage; because our theo- 
retical notions induce us to believe that they will be beneficial. 
They may not do immediate injury; but who can tell the ulti- 
mate effects which they may produce? Bold as the proposition 
may seem, it is nevertheless true, that all active medicines are 
poisons. And when we give such medicines, we irritate the 
mucous membrane, excite or depress the circulation, perturb the 
nervous system, and cause a disturbance of the harmonious 
equipoise of those fanctions, the proper performance of which is 
necessary to health. In order to eradicate disease, it may be 
advisable to give these poisons; but we should be careful to know 
that we will not produce a more serious difficulty than that which 
we are attempting to drive off. When we have cured the malady 
which we are medicating, we must know that the recuperative 
powers of Nature have yet had a hard task to perform to free 
her from the disease which the medicine has produced. This is 
not idle supposition, for experience has given us too many and 
sad verifications of its reality. And if we will carefully reflect 
upon this subject, and make due observation in regard to it, we 
will feel inclined to agree with Arnoldus, that “Modestus et 
sapiens medicus nunquam properabit ad pharmaciam, nisi cogente 
necessitate.” 
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It may be asked, “ What does the man mean by all this fault-find- 
ing and censorious rebuking? What good does he expect to do by 
raking from dusty obscurity the obsolete opinions and exploded 
theories of past ages? Does he mean to insinuate that the 
science of medicine is made up of dangerous uncertainties, un- 
tenable theories and false assumptions; and that, therefore, we 
should ‘throw physic to the dogs?’” Such is certainly not my 
object ; but by calling attention to the errors and grievous mis- 
takes which have been made by men who were possibly as wise 
and Jearned as we may suppose ourselves to be, we may be pre- 
vented from falling into errors as great and dangerous as those 
of former days. 

In the present age, when quackery and charlatanry are so rife 
and rampant, impudently urging their blatant pretensions to con- 
fidence and trustworthiness, it is hardly surprising that the un- 
wary and thoughtless are entrapped in these ingeniously-devised 
snares. Medical men of the present day have to battle against a 
mighty host of foes, who, clouded in the dim armor of mystery 
and supernaturalism, present an apparently powerful front; and 
who proudly march forth with their lying banners unfurled, and 
their trumpets loudly sounding forth their false and untruthful 
claims to healing power and efficacy. But once let the sword of 
Trath enter their ranks, and they fall to the dust like the hosts 
of Sennacherib. Although the era of astrology and alchemy has 
gone, and the days of charms and amulets have passed away, 
and the power of witches and seventh sons has fled, with the 
superstitious belief in the efficacy of the regal touch, yet we 
have other follies and absurdities to which we still fondly cling. 
And even in this age of light and knowledge, that megatherium 
of humbugs, homeopathy, still flourishes in our midst, and still 
deceives the ignorant and unreflecting, who are carried away by 
enthusiastic admiration of its—-to them—incomprehensible mys- 
tery. New theories in medicine—as new sects and systems of 
religion—will continue to arise, and for a time flourish and vaunt 
their powers, until, like all error, they sink into inglorious ob- 
scurity. In order that he may successfully combat against these 
false theories and systems, the scientific physician must closely 
examine them; and if he find any truth therein, he must sift it 
from the error which surrounds it, ere he can make it useful. 


* 
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In every branch of science and art he must first “prove all 
things,” and then “hold fast that which is good.” Those who 
most, disgrace the science of medicine are they who, making a 
show of erudition, attach themselves to some one or other of the 
“systems” or “ pathies,” all of which are represented to be infal- 
lible. Such are the Thomsonians, Hydropathists, Homcopathists, 
&c. Of these, none but Homaopathy can be said to be in a 
flourishing condition, for the others are either entirely defunct, 
or are in the very throes of dissolution. Thomsonianism has 
committed felo de se by swallowing an overdose of lobelia, while 
hydropathy has frozen to death in wet sheets; and now they lie 
pitiable corpses, with none to mourn their fate, and none so 
“poor to do them reverence.” Believers in these two “systems” 
are at present as rare as albinoes, or white crows—they are in- 
deed “rarze aves in terris.” Homcopathy has reached its cul- 
minating point, and, like other false and foundationless theories, 
it must soon fall to the ground and be classed among the things 
of the past. It is a singular fact in relation to these “ systems,” 
that, like Minerva, they spring at once-into full life and vigor 
from the brains of their originators, and stand forth in beautiful 
completeness, as astounding evidence of the wonderfully profound 
intellect of those from whom they derived their birth. These 
human prodigies, whose minds are able to comprehend all the 
secrets of nature almost by intuition—in order to attain to an 
approximation of which knowledge, others must devote a life- 
time of patient labor and research—proudly promulgate their pet 
theories, and tell us that all who have gone before them are 
radically and entirely wrong, that none but they are right, and 
that we must put our trust in them alone if we wish to save our 
lives. But what are we to do in such a multitude of counsellors, 
whose advice is so antagonistic? Thomson tells us that we must 
burn out disease—Priessnitz says it must be drowned out, while 
Hahnemann virtually advises us to do—nothing, and very little of 
that. One of the most noticeable and characteristic peculiarities 
of the devotees of these infallible “systems,” is the frantic and 
uncompromising virulence and bitterness with which they attack 
what they are pleased to call “ Allopathy,” upon whose devoted 
head they pour out the vials of their wrath without stint, and 
which they condemn to destruction with unmeasured vitupera- 
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tions and anathemas. (And here let me enter my decided de- 
murer against scientific physicians allowing themselves to be sad- 
dled with this undeserved and opprobrious title, for it is a palpable 
misnomer. Let others call us what they will, Antediluvians, Old 
Fogies, &c., or, if we must be pathied, let us be called Panpathists, 
for we prescribe all things which experience, close investigation, 
careful experiments and inductive reasoning have proved to be 
beneficial in the cure of disease—but we do not merit the name 
of “ Allopathists.”) 

All that is really good and true about these new theories, which 
are constantly rising up like a Will-o’-the- Wisp, only to sink again 
in utter darkness, is derived from the discoveries made and pro- 
mulgated by learned and profound men, whose rich contributions, 
from the time of Galen and Hippocrates to the present day, have 
given such exhaustless wealth and irresistible power to the science 
of medicine, that it has, by gradual but sure advances, attained a 
proud and impregnable position, from which it looks down with 
scorn and derision upon its impotent foes. And thus our grand 
and noble science will ever stand, in as little danger of being de- 
molished as is the majestic lion, which does not deign to notice 
the curs and jackals that yelp and snarl at his heels. Like the 
baleful ivy, which excludes the blessed sunlight from the grand 
old parapets and towers over which it spreads itself, and upon 
which it must depend for support, so these parasites would fain 
bring into disrepute and destroy the very science from which 
they have stolen all that is really good and meritorious about 
their theories. These originators of new systems, and their de- 
luded followers, make a great parade of their merits, and shout 
forth their self-laudations and self-gratulations as loudly as if they 
were fully convinced that they were the sole depositaries of truth, 
and the very incarnation of the concentrated wisdom of ages; and 
it is natural that they should do so, for 

“All smatterers are more brisk and pert 
Than those that understand an art: 


As little sparkles shine more bright 
Than glowing coals which give them light.” 


But their much-vaunted discoveries are soon shown to be but 
gilded lies, and their pet theories and systems crumble into hope- 
" Jess insignificance before that impartial old critic, Time, who re- 
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deems Truth from the thraldom of Error, and whom no bribes 
can deter from the infliction of full and entire justice, 

As physicians, we have a high and holy calling, and it behooves 
us to look well to it that we perform those sacred duties which 
devolve upon us with conscientious carefulness. We have the 
most important temporal interests of humanity committed to our 
care, and we are almost the arbiters of life and death. Let us, 
then, leave no opportunity unimproved ; let us carefully study 
the dynamics of life and death, and make ourselves as fully as 
possible acquainted with the laws of health and disease. Let us 
work carefully and cautiously, lest with rude hands we mar the 
divine harmonies of human life by breaking those subtle cords 
which keep the soul in its earthly tenement, and severing those 
delicate ties which so beautifully, and yet so mysteriously, unite 
spirit and matter, blending them in divinely perfect unison. We 
should do everything which we know will do good, and, at the 
same time, we should be exceedingly careful how we jeopardize 
the life and comfort of our fellow-creatures by drugging them 
with powerful medicines. Let us always be guided by reason 
and caution; and if at any time we should feel inclined to use 
heroic practice—not because we know that it will benefit the 
patient, but because our preconceived opinions and theoretical 
notions urge us on to make the experiment—then may some kind 
angel check our “kill-or-cure” impetuosity by gently whispering 
in our ear— 

“Hold thy hand, health’s dear maintainer ; 
Life perchance may burn the stronger ; 
Having substance to maintain her, 
She, untouched, may last the longer: 
When the artist goes about 


To redress her flame, no doubt 
Oftentimes he snuffs it out.” 


Art. Il.— Queries with regard to Scarlatina. By J. Henry 
CiarKk, M.D., Newark, N. J. 


Havine less experience in this disease than many of the readers 
of the Reporter, | wish to ask of them— 
Have you any facts which lead you to suppose that this disease 
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is to any degree influenced by a local cause or causes? I ask this 
question because I have just seen the ninth fatal case, all within a 


few weeks, within a stone's throw of each other; in three instances 


two fatal cases occurring in the same family. Do cathartics, febri- 
fuges, and mercurials, advised in the books, and usually prescribed 
in cases in which febrile action is a prominent symptom, ever 
excite any evident influence upon the disease ? 

I am disposed to regard this disease as caused by a specific 
poison. If enough of it is brought to bear upon the unfortunate 
victim, in the present state of the science, despite all our efforts, 
death surely follows. If but little is absorbed, it lives, whether 
we do anything or not. If it lives, it is because the poison is not 
more in quantity than can be borne, or because of constitutional 
vigor. If the amount is excessive, or if the patient is of strongly 
marked scrofulous diathesis, he dies, in spite of all that we can do. 

In the treatment of the sequels of the disease, or its consti- 
tutional effects, we have remedies certain and efficacious; but 
in relation to the treatment during the continuance of the dis- 
ease, it seems to me that we have everything yet to learn. I would 
respectfully suggest that we ought never to be satisfied until 
we have carefully noted every phenomenon in relation to this 
terrible scourge, and have done all that we can to discover an 
antidote. I have no considerable experience in the treatment 
of this disease, but what I have makes me so skeptical with regard 
to the proper treatment, that mine is very severely expectant. 
I do not administer anything of any degree of potency without 
feeling doubtful whether, instead of doing good, I am not doing 
positive harm. I should be glad to see some light shed into this 
dark place by those who have had time and opportunities to give 
more thought to the subject than I have. I would, moreover, 
specially inquire when tonic treatment should commence. In re- 
peated cases I have not waited for an atonic condition of the 
system to demand it, but have commenced a mild tonic alterative 
even during the continuance of the fever. 

I am disposed to regard the disease as typhoid, from the very 
beginning of the fever, and have a theory, to which I am slightly 
attached, because I have had little opportunity to prove or dis- 
prove it, that the fever is one of debility, and should be treated with 
tonics from the very outset ; that the fever is caused by the poison, 
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and that the system needs toning and stimulation to enable it to 
resist its influence; that it should be treated as no other eruptive 
fevers are treated; that, except the administration of a cathartic 
at the beginning, febrifuges and mercurials even should be avoided 
in any and every dose, unless very specially indicated, but that 
wine-whey, liq. ferri iodidi, Huxham’s tincture, light clothing, and 
plenty of fresh air are the sort of remedies indicated. 

I have said before that these remarks are only suggestive. I 
am only looking for light. I am quite willing to abandon my 
theory, only half formed, if I am wrong. If I am right, many 
cases are badly treated, and the inquiry seems to me pertinent, 
proper, and instructive. Let us have light! 








Art. III.—A Simple Case of Gunshot Wound rendered complicated. 
By R. Dovetass, M. D., Woodstock, Va. 


Ir will, no doubt, be conceded that, in every case requiring medi- 
cal aid, there are influences which, in their operation, disorder the 
animal economy, and that, therefore, medical practitioners should 
inquire, What are the best means to counteract these influences ? 
It will also be admitted with equal readiness that, in case this 
inquiry is not logically followed up, and the vis medicatrix nature 
should, at the same time, be lost sight of, disorder more extensive, 
or disease, or both conjointly will be the result, and if not arrested 
before the extinction of the vital force,a premature death will 
loudly proclaim the reckless empiricism. 

Of these propositions you will find the following to be some- 
what illustrative :— 

On Sept. 7th, 1854, the writer was called to Mr. N. W., a young 
married man about 22 years of age, of a strongly-marked scrofu- 
lous diathesis, and who had accidentally received a wound from a 
gun in the hands of his brother, over the right buttock, three 
months prior to my first visit. The ball passed posteriorly to, 
and obliquely by the edge of the acetabulum, and forcing its way 
through the gluteal muscles, became imbedded in the dorsum of 
the ilium, about an inch from the sacro-iliac conjunction. 

The two doctors who had been first in attendance in this case, 
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if we mistake not, disagreed as to the propriety of extracting the 
ball. A surgeon was then sent for, who, when he came, enlarged 
the wound, and by the screw extracted the ball; but with such 
force as to raise the patient from the bed. After the extraction 
of the ball, he then passed into the care of one of the doctors re- 
ferred to above. 

On my first visit I learned that the patient had been lying on 
his abdomen, as he was then found, for a number of weeks, pro- 
ducing, as we shall see, disastrous results." The wound on its 
surface had a small opening that would not admit much more 
than the head of a good-sized pin. When the patient was turned 
on his back, two openings were found 6n the chest, one of which 
was so deep that, in every act of respiration, you could see, be- 
yond the edge of the costa, the motions of the pleura. In the 
mean time the pus had spread extensively under the large 
muscles of the thigh. This may be attributed both to the narrow- 
ness of the opening on the surface of the wound, and the position 
of the patient, neither of which would admit of its free escape. 
The general system was low and still sinking, giving rise to 
atonic anasarca. In addition to all this there was not one whole 
side left for him to rest on. There were five sores on the back, 
the largest of which was over the sacrum, the other four lay on 
each side of the spine. All these assumed the dry sphacelus 
character, and, of course, without any disposition to form the 
line of demarcation. The thigh, also, had become deeply in- 
volved with a gangrenous opening between the belly of the tensor 
vagine femoris, and the vastus exlernus muscles. There were 
sores over the inner condyles of the tibia, and an opening near 
the origin of the adductor longus, and also over each tuber ischii, 
with a considerable sloughing of the parts. In a word, the whole 
presented a case, apparently, of insurmountable difficulties. But 
to the scrofulous diathesis which had been so marked, even 
before the sad accident we have recorded, and which was so 


' Complaints were made at the time by N. and his wife, and it was pretty 
evident that they were disposed to institute a lawsuit for malpractice. This was 
not only not encouraged by my keeping silent as to the rule by which surgeons 
should be governed when a ball, even independently of all danger arising from 
the vascularity of the part, is hard to extract ; but, likewise, directly and suc- 
cessfully discouraged. 
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strikingly denoted by the diagnostic cicatrices left after the ex- 
pulsion of small pieces of bone from one of the legs, the badness 
of its character is to be chiefly attributed. 

The whole taken together suggested the following indications: 
Jirst,to give exit to the pus, evacuate the serum from the scrotum, 
and promote its absorption throughout the cellular tissues; 
secondly, to relieve the local lesions from pressure, encourage the 
formation of the line of demarcation, and promote the healing 
process ; thirdly, to give support to the general system ; fourthly, 
to attack the scrofulous diatk«sis, 

1. To give exit to the pus, to evacuate the serum from the scrotum, 
and to promote its absorption throughout the cellular tissues. In fulfil- 
ling the first part of this indication, the lancet was employed to 
make a crucial incision into the wound as well as various open- 
ings along the fascia of the thigh; these had to be kept open by 
pledgets in the usual way, and daily syringed with sapo alba et 
tepidus aqua, and which was, occasionally, combined with a small 
portion of sode hypochloris. In following up the second part of 
this indication, the trocar was called into operation, but, owing 
to the peculiar circumstances which so governed the case as to 
deprive us of the safe guide of opacity, we were therefore obliged, 
without that rule, to plunge the instrument into the scrotum; 
vet we accomplished our object without the least injury to the 
testes. The last part of this threefold indication was fulfilled by 
the use of bandages, diuretics, and diaphoretics. In applying the 
bandages to the legs we placed a little of the cotton on each side 
of the condyles, to prevent, if possible, pressure over their most 
prominent parts, and over which the bandages were regularly 
applied. In reference to the lesions on the body, the same pro- 
cess was followed as far as practicable, But in carrying out our 
design in this connection, the state of the general system, as we 
have noticed, being very low, with a very bad condition of the 
bowels, we deemed it prudent to dispense with the hydragogue 
cathartics, and, therefore, fell back on those medicines which 
carry off by the renal and cutaneous secretions. Now, in doing 
so, we did not only guard against their simultaneous action, but, 
likewise, against too much proximity in these actions. In this 
we secured a double benefit; first, we avoided the evils which 
would have resulted from a juxtaposition of their different modus 
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operandi ; secondly, we learned which of the two classes acted 
most favorably in the case. 

2. To relieve the local lesions from pressure ; to encourage the forma- 
tion of the line of demarcation, and to promote the healing process. 
To remove the pressure from the local lesions cotton bats were 
employed. These were so placed on each side of the parts affected, 
as not only to relieve the patient from much suffering, and pre- 
vent, in a measure, the extension of the sores, but also to leave 
Nature free to carry out her purposes in unison with the consti- 
tutional remedies employed. The bats that were saturated by 
the pus had to be frequently replaced by others, and the patient 
frequently turned on the cot; this was effected by means of 
sheets that were kept under him for that purpose. The frequency 
of the tarning was governed by Nature’s intimations of imposi- 
tion. Secondly, in our attempts to assist Nature in forming the 
linea rubrum, so far as local applications could do it, we applied 
to the sphacelous portions the argenti nitratis, also, poultices of 
carbo ligni, and of the furfur tritici with acidum aceticum. The 
service of the forceps, curved scissors, and scalpel were called in 
requisition. But this part of the second indication could not be 
fulfilled without the constitutional effect of the internal remedies 
acting in conjunction with the local ones. In our attempts to 
carry out the third particular in this general indication, there 
were other difficulties to overcome, just as formidable as were 
those preceding; for though the line of demarcation was then 
complete, and the deep eschars evinced more vitality, yet the 
great task was, after all, to prevent Nature from being thwarted 
in her design. The patient, therefore, had to be kept, by afford- 
ing all possible relief, in that position which was most favorable 
to the free escape of the pus; and just so long as Nature kept 
silent on the subject. During this period we had to expedite, as 
far as we could, the healing process, at least in those parts that 
were prepared for it; but with all our precautionary measures 
to prevent the too frequent repetition of Nature’s outcry for 
relief, there was not sufficient time between her indications for 
the completion of our object. In attending to Nature’s voice, 
the patient had to be turned either on his left. side or abdomen to 
relieve other parts. This, as might be supposed, threw the parts 
in a state of granulation almost back again to their original con- 
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dition. This state of things continued for some length of time, 
However, as the general system began to evince more fully 
symptoms of improvement, and which gradually invigorated every 
part, we finally succeeded, or rather Nature succeeded, in accom- 
plishing the end. Previously to this, such were the large qnan- 
tities of pus that continued to run from the thigh that it not only 
saturated the various plies of cloths that were kept under him, 
but also run on the floor, In addition to this, the quantity that 
was forced out at each visit by pressure over the muscles, and 
rubbing up and down along their parallel courses, amounted 
nearly to half a pint. This, by fulfilling the two following indi- 
cations, gradually diminished until the formation of the substi- 
tutional cuticle. We come now to our next indication. 

3. To give support to the general system, This called for stimu- 
lants and tonics. Our chief stimulant was Port wine, but dealt 
out with a parsimonious hand. The tonics were taken from the 
three kingdoms of Nature; animal, vegetable, and mineral, The 
first in this category included bubula, offula carnis ovene, etc.; the 
second consisted of anthemis nobilis, gentiana, etc.; the third, of 
ferri chloridum. But to prepare the stomach for the chymification 
of a proper proportion of the tonics from the animal kingdom, 
we commenced with those of the vegetable, and afterwards by 
the mineral, as the case required. Under this mode of treatment 
both the character of the pulse, and that of the pus became greatly 
improved. This leads to the indication of the constitutional 
affection. 

4. To attack the scrofulous diathesis, To carry this out as fully 
as possible, we administered alteratives in the form of pills and, 
also, a solution of the iodide of potassium. It was not long before 
the constitutional effects of this course became manifest ; so mani- 
fest that others beside the medical attendant could see that some 
great renovation was going on in the system. But notwithstand- 
ing the strict attention given to this case, fully nine months 
elapsed before he could feel free to leave the patient to himself, 
This, with the three months’ previous attendance, made twelve 
months in all, 

It may not be amiss to state that the case was such as afforded 
no inducement, had one been so ill-disposed to continue longer 
than it really required, as it held forth no hope of remuneration, 
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except that of delight arising from a new demonstration of the 
correctness of our great principles, acting subordinately to the 
phenomena of reaction in the organism, in working out a perfect 
eure. This was the result, in the above case, of their united 
action, and by this the hope has been swallowed up in the bless- 
edness of its single object—delight. 


Arr. IV.—WMedical Fees. By J. Henry Cuark, M. D, Newark, 
New Jersey. 


THE authorized fees in the State of New Jersey are lower than 
those of any of the Middle States—perhaps, than any other State, 
The fee table of the State Medical Society is absurdly low. 
Another year it is hoped this difficulty will be obviated. At 
present we can get nothing legally for office business except under 
the vague definition of “advice.” 

To exhibit the deficiency, 1 quote from the fee table of the 
Newark Medical Association adopted in 1856. 

Our table is divided into five divisions—office business, general 
practice, midwifery, surgery, and miscellaneous. The following 
is the division which relates to office business alone :— 


OFFICE BUSLNESS, 


Verbal advice in Office, from. . . « «+ « «+ 25 t0 $500 
Advice by letter. . «$200 “ 500 
Opinion on a question relating to Medical J urisprudence . 200 “1000 
Advice after 10 o’clock at night or beforé sunrise, without 

visit .  . - 6 “ 100 
Certificate, as family phgeision, ina » Lifeinensnnes Poliey . 100 

To be collected from the Company who are benefited by the 

service, unless paid for or direeted by the party insured. 


Certificate of Illness for Beneficial Societies. . . 100 
Dividing Gams ee Se OC eae oe 
Reet sia ey ee SNR OS eS 100 
Vaecsinetion 6 ft lst lll lll la 100 
Cupping Bert Ml) of ie AKERS... Mai tle. oF ati isvil 100 
Venesection « . - & “ 100 
All minor operations, from . - 50 “ 100 
Examination of the Chest - 300 “ 500 

“ “ Womb - 300 “ 500 
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Examination of the Rectum . . «+ + 

™ +. ae ‘ 

- “Ear. 
Analysis of Urine . 
Any operation requiring _* attention; or thew use of 

instruments . . . 
Spplention me or operation on n the Throat 
“ Rectum . 

“ “ “ee “ Womb 

* ” . “Eye or Ear 
Application of Galvanic Battery . 
Introduction of a Seton or Issue . 
Removing foreign bodies from the Throat 
Excising Uvula . > . 

“  Tonsils 

Opening an Abscess 
Application to Uleers .  . 
Gonorrhea, — in advance 
Orchitis. . ud elise 
Syphilis, payable in advance, uk site 


The other divisions include about fifteen items not contained in 
our present State or local fee tables :— 


The following suggestions are printed at the bottom of the fee bill, which 
is a sheet so arranged as to hang up in the office. 

If Medicines are furnished, they are to be charged according to the Fee 
Table of the State Medical Society. 

All other medical services not specified to be charged agreeably to this 
Table, or to be submitted to the decision of the Association. 
. It is earnestly recommended by the Society, that Bills for Professional 
Service be sent in at least within six months after the service is rendered. 

Any number of visits made in a single day should be charged at not less 
than the usual rate, since cases requiring such frequent visits must involve 
more than ordinary responsibility; and many of the visits must be paid at 
inconvenient hours. 
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By making our office fees low, we undervalue our advice, 
and it is consequently undervalued by others, because it is so 
cheap. The merest pettifogger demands and receives more. The 
absurdity of our prices is more apparent in those portions of the 
State which are separated only by a river from a large city in a 
neighboring State, where high prices are obtained. In the 
cities of New York and Philadelphia, from $25 to $60, for ex- 
ample, is paid for attendance in a case of labor. The same fami- 
lies move to New Jersey and are unwilling to pay more than 
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$5 or $10, perhaps, because they have regarded very low prices 
for medical service as one of the peculiarities of “Jersey.” They 
think this is all that we are worth. Unfortunately they are some- 
times right. Physicians, like others, are in danger of learning to 
render services which are valuable, somewhat in proportion to 
the pay they receive. Our self respect as well as professional 
reputation, demands a change. If Dr. C’s advice in Broadway or 
Chestnut St., costs $5, and Dr. D’s in Newark or Camden, costs 
25 cents, people of wealth will regard the former as the most 
valuable. It is a virtual acknowledgment of inferiority. Some 
of the prices in the above schedule are too low; but we cannot 
travel too fast. It is not very long since we rose from 25 cents 
a visit to 50 cents. There are physicians who remember these 
charges, and aver that it was as easy to collect the latter price as 
the former. 





Art. V.—Translations from Foreign Journals.—By Cu. F. J. 
Leupacn, M. D., Newark, N. J. 


Change of Capillaries, Causing their Rupture in Apoplery.—The 
following are the principal points resulting from investigations 
into the pathological anatomy of apoplexy, by Ch. Robin: 1. 
The capillary walls of individuals, who suffered from cerebral 
hemorrhages, present a peculiar and constant change, even in 
those cases where no chalky incrustations can be detected in the 
vessels, visible to the naked eye. 2. This change commences in 
the smallest capillary branches and gradually extends to the 
larger, especially to the arterial vessels, and travels from their 
inner to their outer surface. 8. This metamorphosis is of the 
same nature as that which is found in the capillaries of old men 
and many adults, but represents a farther advanced stage of this 
metamorphosis, which sooner or later causes rupture of the ves- 
sels, extravasation of blood, and its concomitants. 4. This change 
consisted during a longer or shorter period of time, before these 
accidents (rupture and extravasation) take place, but not far 
enough advanced to destroy the resistance of the vessels. 5. This 
change consists in the production of fat-granules in the walls of 
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the vessels, which become the more friable the larger the accu- 
mulation of fatty granules. 6. The pathological anatomy of the 
vessels in apoplexy shows a peculiar and practically important 
connection between the normal state of the vessels, their changes 
by age, and the aforementioned metamorphosis.—(Bulletin de 
VT Acad. Franc. 1856.) 


Congenital Separation of the Intestines —Dr. Baume communi- 
cates the following case in the Prussian military reports: In an 
infant, born at full term, no passage from the bowels had taken 
place till the day after birth, while vomiting of meconium had 
set in. The babe nursed well. Enemata caused discharges of a 
viseid, dark matter; the vomiting, however, continued. Mercurins 
vivus, 5ii. was now administered, but without effect,and the child 
died on the third day after birth. Obduction: (Esophagus ond 
stomach normal—duodenum very much widened and passing 
without any apparent demarcation into the also widened jejunum, 
which, at the length of a little over one foot, terminated into a 
blind sac, without the least, not even rudimentary connection 
with the rest of the intestinal canal. The latter ran from the 


rectum regularly upwards, as colon to the ordinary points into the 
small intestine, terminating in a contorted mass, the convolutions 
of which were firmly held together by adhesions, and grown fast 
to the anterior margin of the liver near the fundus of the gall- 
bladder. It was empty, but permeable up to the mass of convo- 
lutions. The other organs were normal, 


Removing Stains of Gunpowder from the Skin.—.Dr. Hoering, of 
Ludwigsburg, recommends a chemical mode of removing grains 
of ganpowder from the face, which are frequently scattered into 
the skin by the accidental discharge of fire-arms. Recollecting 
that in the analysis of gunpowder Aydro-sulphuretied ammonia is 
used, by which nitre and sulphur are dissolved, he presvribed the 
solution with equal parts of distilled water, and ordered the stained 
skin to be washed 5 or 6 times daily, a common ablation with soda- 
soap preceding each application. In 24 hours he saw the patient 
again and was surprised to see the favorable effect. Most of the 
grains lay exposed, being deprived of their epidermoid covering ; 
6 or 8 grains had entirely disappeared and only a red spot remained 
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instead. The application of the remedy had caused no swelling, 
no dermatitis; hence he continued the treatment, and had the 
pleasure, after a five days’ use of the wash, to see the face covered 
with red spots instead of grains of powder. These red spots 
were treated with aqua chlorat. (1 part of the officinal preparation 
to four of water), which bleached them so, that the disfiguration, 
compared with the patient’s former appearance, was but slight. 
Was the action of the hydro-sulphuretted ammonia in this case 
merely chemical, or would any other irritating solution have an- 
swered the purpose? The author is of the former opinion; be- 
cause, if the grains had been raised merely on account of the re- 
generation of the skin destroyed by the caustic action of the wash, 
a very considerable amount of desquamation must have preceded, 
which could not have taken place without a violent degree of 
dermatitis, which was not the case. A chemical decomposition 
of the gunpowder seems to have taken place, and the remaining 
fragments of carbon were probably removed mechanically by the 
energetic manner in which the ablutions were made, so that only 
the little cicatrices were left, of which one or the other of course 
was stained darker than the rest.—(Medicin. Neuigk.) 


Pathology of Whooping-Cough—De Beau, in a paper “On the 
Seat and the Nature of Whooping-Cough,” urges strongly the in- 
flammatory nature of this disease. He compares the characteris- 
tic cough, this most remarkable symptom of the disease, to the 
accident of what is commonly called choking, when some fluid 
enters the larynx during the act of swallowing, and he carries 
out his analogy by showing that a convulsive, saccading cough, 
sibilant inspiration with spasm of the glottis, and finally a dis- 
charge of mucus often accompanied by vomiting, are phenomena 
occurring in both conditions. The author maintains, that in both 
cases these symptoms are caused by the irritation arising from 
the entrance of a fluid into the larynx. To provethis, he adduces 
his anatomical observations and those of Parrot, which demon- 
strate, that in whooping-cough the mucous membrane of the la- 
rynx, above the glottis, is the seat of a catarrhal inflammation, the 
products of which act entirely as a foreign substance entering 
from without. These appearances have hitherto not received suf- 
ficient attention on account of the small extent of the inflamma- 
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tion, and because at the time of death the acute stage of the in- 
flammation bas generally passed away and is difficult of demon- 
stration. The three stages which are adopted by authors in the 
course of whooping-cough, correspond to the different stages of 
the local affection. In the first period paroxysms of coughing are 
not observed, their exciting cause being absent, because the in- 
flammation of the larynx is yet in its first stage and no secretion 
as yet produced. In the second stage secretions accumulate and 
fall from time to time upon the glottis, which always produces a 
fit of coughing. In the third stage at last the paroxysms become 
less violent and frequent, imaccordance with the diminution of the 
products of the catarrh. The inflammation in whooping-cough 
frequently attacks other parts of the respiratory passages ; hence 
its manifold complications, To produce the characteristic parox- 
ysm of coughing, however, it is alwaysnecessary that the inflam- 
mation have its seat at that part of the larynx already indicated 
(above the glottis). Lateral pressure upon this point from the 
outside is painful, especially in recent cases, and frequently excites 
& paroxysm, evidently because the pressure causes some of the 
accumulated secretion to flow downward. For the same reason 
paroxysms often arise when the child is raised from the horizon- 
tal posture. Screaming, weeping, anger and rage, favor not only 
the descent of the secretion already there, but also its fresh forma- 
tion. Hence the occurrence of paroxysms after or during such 
mental excitements, cannot be adduced as argument by those 
who advocate the nervous origin of the disease. Against this 
hypothesis, and in favor of a specific inflammation as the proxi- 
mate cause, besides the anatomical proofs, speak also the fever, 
with which the disease frequently begins ; the complications, such 
as coryza, bronchitis, etc., which are apt to occur, and the circum- 
stance that the disease is contagious and attacks a person but 
once.—(Archives Générales de Médecine, Sept., 1856.) 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


Art. VI.—The History, Diagnosis, and Treatment of the Fevers of the United 
States, By Exisua Baxtvert, M. D., Late essor of Materia Medica, 
&c., in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the University of the 
State of New York, ete. etc. Fourth edition, revised. By A. Crark, 
M. D., Professor of Pathology and Practical Medicine in the College of 
Physicians and iaioe of tl the State of New York. Pp. 610. Philadel- 
phia: Blanchard & 1856. 


Tae fact that Dr. Bartlett’s work on Fevers has reached a fourth edition 
is an evidence of appreciation on the part of the profession, which must be 
very flattering to the friends of the departed author. We heartily welcome 
a new edition of this able work, and this feeling is enhanced in view of the 
fact that it is brought out under the supervision of the distinguished patho- 
logist and lecturer on practical medicine, Dr. Alonzo Clark, of New York. 
It was a happy thought of Dr. Bartlett, who before his death secured the 
services of Dr. Clark in the labor of superintending the issue of this edition 
of his work on Fevers. 

This work, which is well and favorably known to a large portion of the 
profession of this country, comprises four parts, viz: 1. Typhoid Fever; 2. 
Typhus Fever; 3. Periodical Fever—Intermittent, Bilious Remittent, and 
Congestive; 4. Yellow Fever, 

The plan of the work is exceedingly compact and comprehensive. The 
style of the author is clear, his reasoning logical, and his deductions philo- 
sophical, while the spirit that pervades the work is, in the main, unex- 
ceptionable. The frequent additions by the editor, are what might be looked 
for from their distinguished source, able, judicious, and timely. 

If criticism, under the circumstances, is not untimely, we would be dis- 
posed to notice what we consider a little lack of independence on the part 
of the author in stating his own opinions while giving those of other writers. 
To illustrate: on p. 116, in the article on Duration of Typhoid Fever, while 
giving the opinions of many authors on the subject, neither the author or 
the editor give their own. We are a little surprised, thatin giving the treat- 
ment of typhoid fever, not one word is said of the plan of Prof. Wood of 
Philadelphia, of giving the oil of turpentine in a certain stage of the disease. 
Indeed we do not perceive that that drug is once named in the treatment of 
the disease. There are very many respectable practitioners of medicine in 
all parts of this country who have had ample experience of the efficacy of 
the oil of turpentine in the treatment of this disease, and it seems to us that 
its claims to attention are respectable enough in their origin, to have demanded 
at least, a passing notice. 

Excepting on the subject of Yellow Fever, Dr. Gerhard seems to be almost 
the only Philadelphia authority that is referred to in the book. Drs. Wood, 
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Mitchell, Pepper, and other living physicians of extensive observation and 
experience, the late Drs. Chapman, Hartshorne, and others, are not, we 
believe, once named. To a certain extent, we cannot but regard this as a 
defect in the book. 

On pages 114 and 126 the author gives the views of numerous authors on 
the rate of mortality of Typhoid Fever. It strikes us that any attempt to 
lay down a rule of this kind in any disease subject to epidemic causes, is, 
and must of necessity be, atterly fallacious, as the intensity of the epidemic 
influence is of course greatly modified by circumstances. Hence, on a single 
page we have the rate varying from “ not a single death” in one epidemic, 
to “one in 34” in another. 

On page 236, while discussing the causes of typhus fever, our author in 
note asks one or two pertinent questions on the subject of the diagnosis 
between typhoid and typhus fevers, which we transfer to our pages. He 
says: 

“T cannot refrain from asking here, in a note, bon far this dependence of 
fever a a want of cleanliness and ventilation licable to typhoid 
Sever? Do my friends, who believe in the essential ‘iden ty of these two dis- 
eases, and who are familiar with the continued fever of this country, believe 


that any pes eben teahabh Redheaninai was-akee alles tod meeeeae Let 
them try it, when typhoid fever prevails as it so often and so extensively 


does during the beautiful and "o> Indian summer, amo the most 
cleanly, the most temperate, the best clad, the best fed, and the best sheltered 
— this world has ever seen—the rural population of the 


We would be glad to examine and comment apon this work further, but 
space will not allow. We heartily commend it to the attention of out readers 
as the only work on fevers that is fully adapted to this country and climate. 
We predict for the present edition, even & more rapid sale than the former 
ones met with, and trast that the connection of Dr. Clark with it may yet 
be the means of calling from his pen a work on pathology or medicine. 

The publishers have done their part in their usual neat and substantial 
manner. 





Ann. 53i-—lasene on, fas. Relguipien snd Methods of Medical Observation 
and Research. By Tuomas Laycock, M. D., F, R. 8. E., F. R. C. P., &e. 
Pp. 209. Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea, 1857. 


Tn1s is a most interesting and suggestive little work. The author, in entering 
upon his duties as Professor of Clinical Medicine in the University of Edin- 
burgh, could find no elementary work “ which instructs the medical student in 
a simple and easy form how to use his reason; none which explains to him in 
especial the nature of the mental processes by which knowledge is acquired 
in his particular sphere of labor ; none which teaches him the applications 
to practical medicine of those aids to the intelectual powers which modern 
inductive philosophy uses so commonly and so efficiently.” This is a want, in 
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our medical literature, which every thorough and intelligent student must have 
often felt, and which Prof. Laycock in the volume before us, essays, in some 
slight degree, to supply. We have abundant treatises upon special diseases, 
upon special structures and functions; but of the science of Medicine, in its re- 
lations to other sciences, of the peculiar character given toit by the introduction 
into the phenomena to be investigated, of the principle of life and of mind, 
we have few works of any value. All men are more or less familiar with 
the modes of reasoning and the processes of investigation resorted to in the 
domain of the physical sciences, where the vital and mental principles do 
not enter, and in proportion as deviation is made from the ordinary line of 
these modes and processes will confidence be shaken in the reliability of the 
conclusions reached, unless the reasons of such deviation be made apparent. 
In what manner and degree the introduction of the principles above re- 
ferred to, into the field of medical inquiry, takes medical science out of the 
ordinary relations of the sciences—to what fallacies the incautious investi- 
gator is liable—what modes of investigation are most philosophical and 
most practical, and what splendid results may be achieved by a faithful re- 
liance on the modes pointed out, are subjects all treated of clearly and 
pointedly in this little work. And no man will read it without regretting 
greatly that there is so little of it. P. 





Arr. VIIL—On the Constitutional Treatment of Female Diseases. By Epwarp 
Ruosr, M, D., &e, &c., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, &c. &c, 
Pp. 256, Philadelphia: Blanchard & oe. 1857. 


Tus unpretending volume comes to us from the press without the flourish 
of an “ American” Editor, as if conscious of its own merits, and desirous of 
standing or falling on these alone. It by no means professes to be a com- 
plete work on the diseases of women, but merely a few practical observations, 
mainly original, on the constitutional treatment of some of the more promi- 
nent affections of the uterus and its appendages met with in the daily walks 
of professional life. The author makes but little reference to other writers, 
and those are mostly English, Scotch, and Irish. Continental and American 
writers are not much quoted. We do not mention this so much as a defect 
in the work, as to show its practical bearing, being founded more upon the 
author’s personal observation and experience. Indeed, in some respects this 
feature of the work is a strong recommendation, as the profession everywhere, 
will be glad to be possessed of Dr. Rigby’s views unassociated with those of 
others. As Senior Physician to the General Lying-in Hospital of London, 
and Examiner in Midwifery at the University of London, Dr. Rigby has had 
ample opportunity to acquire both a practical and theoretical knowledge of 
the subjects of which he treats. 

In reading English works on diseases of females, it must be borne in mind 
that in that country there are two parties on the subject of uterine pathology, 
waging a war of words, which, at times, approaches bitterness. Dr. Righy 
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seems to attach less importance to the local treatment of diseases of the neck 
of the uterus, than do Bennett and some others, though he occupies very 
tenable ground on the subject. 

This work is a valuable addition to the literature of the diseases of women, 
and we take pleasure in calling the attention of our readers to it. 





Arr. IX.—The Physician's Prescription Book: ini: i 
Contractions, and Abbreviations used in Prescriptions, with 


tical Students, By Jonatuan Pereira, M.D.,F.R.S. Second American, 
from the Twelfth London edition. Duodecimo, pp. 282. Philadelphia: 
Lindsay & Blakiston, 1857. 


Havine given the title of the above work in fall, its completeness renders 
it unnecessary to say anything of the objects the book is intended to meet, 
Suffice it to say that the work is as complete as could be desired, containing 
@ vast amount of useful information of the utmost importance to the medical 
and pharmaceutical student. It evinces much learning and research on the 
part of the distinguished author. 

It is not as common in this country as in England to write Latin directions 
to prescriptions. One reason for this arises from the fact that in that country 
the apothecary is in many, perhaps in most cases, a sub-attendant on the pa- 
tient, whose duty it is to see that the will of the physician is carried out. 
Hence such directions as the following often occur: Utatur balneo, ad gra- 
dum nonagesimum calefacto, bis in septimani. Let the patient use, twice a 
week, a waler-bath heated to ninety degrees. Utatur ager equitatione subinde, 
si fieri possit. Let the patient use horse exercise now and then, if possible. A 
somewhat analogous case would be the visit of one physician to the patient 
of another in an emergency, the former leaving a copy of his prescription for 
the eye of the attending physician alone, when he arrives. 

We commend this useful and convenient little work to the attention of our 
readers. The historic interest of the foot-notes alone, aside from any other 
quality the book possesses, entitles it to a place in the office of the physician 
and pharmaceutist. 








aR @ 


= @& 


, 


Ee ir Ol! CUS 








1857.] 127 


EDITORIAL. 
THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY. 


Tuts venerable Society held its ninety-first annual session, at 
Trenton, on the 27th and 28th of January. A record of its pro- 
ceedings occupies a large portion of our present number, adding 
considerably to its bulk. Our readers not resident in this State, 
will find much to interest them in the Reports accompanying the 
proceedings. 

We regard this as one of the most interesting meetings of the 
State Society that we ever attended. The address of the Presi- 
dent excited a very profitable discussion on Vaccination. We 
are anxious to give a report of this discussion in our next issue, 
and hope that all who took part in it will favor us with an out- 
line of their views, that our report may be as perfect as possible. 

We hope that the meetings of the Society will increase in in- 
terest and profit every year. It would add much to the interest 
of these meetings, if the County Societies would send up, to be 
read at the meeting of the State Society, any papers of value that 
may be read before them. 

Weare glad that the Standing Committee were so much better 
provided with material on which to base their report, than has 
been the case for some years past. Let each District Society see 
to it that a reporter is appointed who will take an interest in dis- 
charging his duty, and let each District Society be fully repre- 
sented at the next annual meeting. 


SUGGESTIONS. 


Some of our subscribers, in making remittances, have “ taken 
the liberty” of making this or that suggestion, “meaning no of- 
fence,” and hoping it “ will be taken kindly.” 

To be sure, friends. We are always glad to receive suggestions 
from our subscribers, and take them as an evidence of their abid- 
ing interest in the welfare of the Reporter. The friend who sug- 
gests what he conceives would be an improvement in our journal, 
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aims to do usa kindness, and he has our thanks for it. Of course 
we cannot hope to suit all tastes. We wish to acquaint ourselves 
as far as possible with the tastes of our readers, and the wants 
of the profession, and cater accordingly. We have the vanity to 
suppose that our beau ideal of a journal would suit the tastes of 
a large proportion of the profession. But what we want to en- 
able us to attain that, is caprrat. That lies dormant in the pock- 
ets of hundreds and thousands of the profession, who take no 
medical journal at all, and who would benefit themselves, us, our 
subscribers, and the science of medicine, by adding to our capital, 
The time has come for us to take another step forward. Those of 
our readers who can compare the volume of 1856 with one of 
the earlier volumes of the Reporter, will understand what we 
mean by that. 

Now, let us make one or two “suggestions.” We suggest that 
when our subscribers remit the amount of their subscription mo- 
ney, they send us an article, report of a case, or even a few sug- 
gestive remarks, with which we may enrich our pages, and en- 
lighten our readers. We suggest that they, one and all, set them- 
selves to work to double our subscription list forthwith, We grow 
restive in the bounds of 48 pages a month, We wish “no pent- 
up Utica” to contract our powers—but for the present must be 
content to await the interest our subscribers take in the increase 
of our subscription list. 

There is a class of our subscribers who do not take “sugges- 
tions” easily—some of them, we fear, not amiably. The ominous 
blanks that follow the record of their names in our ledger, are 
suggestive of what we would be were all our subscribers like them. 


MEDICAL FEES. 
In our report to the Standing Committee of the State Medical 


Society (to be found on a subsequent page of the present num- 
ber), we called attention to the imperfect character of our fee-table, 


and suggested its abolishment or revision. At the suggestion of 


the Standing Committee a Committee was appointed to report a 
revised table to the next meeting. 

On a preceding page acorrespondent discusses the subject, and 
we hope the profession will continue to discuss it, until there is 
a radical reform of the whole system of charges for medical advice 
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and attendance. The present rates are disgraceful to us as a pro- 
fession, and tend to keep us from advancing. The American 
Medical Association will labor in vain to reform abuses, so long 
as this one remains to grind us down. If we wish to be respect- 
ed, we must respect ourselves. We hope that the medical press 
will agitate the subject until the much needed reform is brought 
about. 


Compttwentary.—A recent demand for a complete set of the Rerorrer for 
the library of the University of Nashville, Tenn., our native State, is a com- 
pliment which we highly appreciate. “ Your journal is elegantly bound and 
in the library,” is the laconic manner in which the announcement of its re- 
ception is made to us, in the letter inclosing the subscription money. 

While upon the subject, we would say that we have, of late, had several 
demands, some of them from a distance, for back volumes of the Rerorrer. 
To all who wish to procure back sets, or complete their volumes, we would 
say, APPLY soon, as our stock is quite limited. 


Appreciative.—Several of our subscribers, in inclosing the subscription 
money for volume tenth in advance, have sent $2 50 and $3 00, accompanied 
by the remark that the Rerorrer is furnished at less than it is worth. Our 
friends will please accept our hearty thanks for this evidence of their appre- 
ciation of our labors. We will try and give them more than their money’s 
worth as long as we are editor. 


Dovusie True List! We only want as many again subscribers as we have, to 
make the Reporter worth double what it now is. Cannot our friends send us 
one each? 


pep We are glad that old Middlesex, which was so long the cradle of the 
Medical Society of this State, has revived her district Medical Society. We 
perceive by the New Brunswick Fredonian that the Society has organized and 
elected officers. There was need of an infusion of a little of the esprit de 
corps into the profession of that county. We look for her now to take the 
lead, as she was wont to do in years long gone by. 





EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


New York, Feb., 1857. 
Mr. Eprror: The first semi-centennial anniversary of the New York State 
Medical Society was held at Albany, the capital, on the 3d, 4th, and 5th 
days of the present month. The occasion was embraced to give to the as- 
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semblage a more than usual interest, and the meetings of both the official and 
the unofficial character were conducted with a most animated spirit, and 
with great good-will and harmony. Delegates were present from a large 
proportion of the counties of the State. Several interesting papers were read, 
and some not so interesting. The President, Dr. Alden March, of Albany, 
read the annual addrees to a full audience, in the assembly chamber, on the 
evening of the second day, which ceremony was followed by an excellent 
supper at the Delevan House, of which about 90 delegates and invited guests 
partook. Ten well worded and appropriate foasfs were pronounced, each of 
which was responded to by a speech, and sometimes by more than one. 

Several measures of interest were discussed and adopted at the business 
meeting, among which I may enumerate, as especially important, the ap 
pointment of a committee to confer with the Legislature (then in session) on 
the subject of vaccination and smallpox throughout the State; the adoption 
of a report on the subject of establishing a medical sanitary police in the 
city of New York, which report was also transmitted to the Legislature, who 
have that subject under consideration ; the approval of a memorial asking for 
the erection of a large “ State Woman’s Hospital,” to take the place of the small 
one now under the care of Dr. J. Marion Sims; and lastly, the passage of a re- 
solution, by a unanimous vote, in favor of a stringent Prohibitory Liquor Law. 
Thus it will be seen that the time and talent of the Society were fully oceu- 
pied with valuable labors, affecting the interests and well-being, not exclu- 
sively of the profession, but of the people at large in every condition of life. 
It is truly a source of profound gratification to find oneself associated with 
such a company of intelligent and learned men, devoting their time to the 
best interests of humanity, with the same ardor as other associations seek 
the accomplishment of selfish objects. 

Towards the close of the supper, Dr. Bradford, a senator from an interior 
county, and a member of the Society, set on foot the idea of colleeting the 
names of all the persons present, delegates, members, and invited guests, 
which the Secretary was directed to have recorded in full, with the view of 
being read at the centennial meeting, which will be in 1907. Of the original 
members who assembled at the first meeting of the Society in 1807, not one 
is now living, though there was present this year a gentleman who was a 
delegate in 1808. It would be interesting to those of us who assembled this 
year around the festive board, to meet at the same place again a half a cen- 
tury hence, in the same capacity—but alas! how few can expect it. Even 
the youngest among us will, in all probability, be permanent members of a 
more permanent society—let us hopé a celestial one. 


A SANITARY POLICE FOR NEW YORK CITY. 


Strong and well founded hopes are entertained that our present Legisla- 
ture will create for this great city a sanitary police, which shall be a model 
of its kind. Propositions are now before them for this purpose, which, if 
adopted and carried out by competent officers, would be of vast service to the 
people. The establishment of a purely medical police is contemplated (which 
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it need hardly be said is a sine qua non feature), embracing the whole field 
of prophylactic medicine in its public aspect. The principal cities of Europe, 
Paris, London, Liverpool, &c., are realizing the value of the application of 
sanitary science to the welfare of the inhabitants; and the metropolis of the 
United States, it is hoped, will not long be behind them. In the matter of 
smallpox aione, from which this city is now losing an average of 12 lives 
weekly, the whole annual expense of a good sanitary police would be repaid 
by its prevention. * 

We have in our professional ranks a large number of men who have had 
an excellent preparatory training for such a service. The Dispensary Phy- 
sicians of New York have, for many years, been engaged in just such pro- 
fessional labors as are necessary to qualify them therefor; and when we re- 
flect upon the difference between their capacities, and those of the present 
incumbents, composed, as they are, of grocers, carpenters, cartmen, store- 
keepers, ef id genus omne, we cannot but wonder that the vifal interests of 
the community should have so long been neglected. 


ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 


On the same evening that Dr. March was pronouncing the anniversary dis- 
course of the State Society, in the Capitol, at Albany, the new President of 
the Academy of Medicine, Prof. V, Mott, was receiving the insignia of office, 
and delivering his inaugural, in this city. Not being gifted with ubiquity, 
I could not hear both, and consequently lost the latter ; but some points of it, 
as I find them reported, read very well, and I transcribe them, After thank- 
ing the Society for the honor of being elected a second time to preside over 
it, he remarked :— “ 

“‘A few years ago some trivial events occurred to disturb our harmony. 
Some of our professional brethren were disposed to look upon me with some 
such feeling as the celebrated English Earl of Chesterfield was said to have 
entertained fur Dr. Johnson: ‘I do not like thee, Dr. Fell, the reason why I 
cannot tell,’ &e., and I, perhaps, was inclined to reciprocate the compliment ; 
but, in the words of a greater than Johnson :— 


***Good and evil report— 
We live them down if we deserve them not ;’ 


and I feel your kindly sympathies on this occasion as one of those ‘ touches 
of nature that makes the whole world kin.’ 

‘‘ Since that time, however, I have watched your progress during my ab- 
sence, and have only to say; Perge, ef esto perpetua—go on, and may your 
advance be perpetual.” 

And again : 

“The Institute of Paris is our model, in which talent and high attainments 
alone find entrance, in which the medical attendant and companion of the 
ruling Emperor, despotic as he is, in vain seeks admission. We are young, 
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and may not carry it so lordly, but let us establish a principle that our honors 
are to be reserved for merit alone.” 
And then he gave a slight squint toward 


NATIVE AMERICANISM. | 


“This Academy bids fair to be the centre of the greatest medical school of 
the world. It already numbers in its ranks many eminent native medical 
men, and I have no doubt that its honors will be coveted and prized by 
foreigners. I should wish, however, to see it rétain as much as possible of 
its original American character, and [ trust the foreign element will never 
be allowed to predominate in its government and aims. 

“ Whatever its future fate, at present I would say of it :— 

“*Tecum vivere amo, tecum cupio mori.’”’ 


Dr. Marx Srevenson exhibited a case of torticollis eured under his care. 


DR. ISAACS ON THE FUNCTIONS OF THE KIDNEY. 


Dr. Isaacs then read an elaborate paper on the functions of the kidney. It 
was connected with the paper read by him in March Jast, upon the micro- 
scopic anatomical formation of that organ. This enumerated a large number 
of original investigations and vivisections of animals, from which were 
educed many new principles, which probably will materially the treat- 


ment of diseases of that organ. The paper was ordered to be printed. Its 
issue will be an event in medical science, and will elevate higher the reputa- 
tion of the Academy. 


RARE TESTIMONIAL. 


It is not often that we have the pleasure of recording an act of justice to 
members of our profession, and it is therefore meet that when one does oc- 
cur, it should be duly noticed. In one of my communications last year, I 
noticed the death of two physicians, Drs, Dubois and Crane, while attending 
to their duties last summer, during the prevalence of Yellow fever, in Brook- 
lyn and its vicinity. The widow and children of Dr. Crane have been left 
without adequate means of support, in consequence of which a publie meet- 
ing of the citizens of Brooklyn has been held, in pursuance of advertisement, 
and a committee, composed of some of the eminent people of that city, ap- 
pointed to procure subscription, to a fund for their aid. It is to be hoped 
that so good an example will not be lost sight of, should occasion present for 
its repetition elsewhere. Respectfully yours, 

J. GOTHAM, Jz., M. D. 
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LETTER FROM BOSTON. 


HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATIONS. 
Boston, February, 1857. 


Tue medical news of Boston is not often of an exciting character. In my 
last I informed you that we were not favored with sufficient hospital accom- 
modations. A few days after it was written, I learned that a committee of 
the profession was trying to obtain the signatures of physicians to a petition 
for a city hospital. Only one of those, to whom it was presented, is said to 
have withheld his name; and he upon the ground that the Massachusetts 
General Hospital was sufficient, except for the accommodation of that class of 
paupers for whom Deer Island Almshouse was erected. It was in great 
measure owing to similar opinions, expressed by men connected with the 
Massachusetts General Hospital, in 1849, that a city hospital project was 
then defeated. The next generation will probably see the monopoly of medi- 
cal appointments entirely done away with in Boston, and family connection 
will be overruled by professional merit. The last twelve years have wit- 
nessed changes in this respect which speak well for the future. The city 
physician, in his annual report, says: “ It is gratifying to find that there is 
& prospect, at no very distant period, of the establishment of a new city hos- 
pital, to provide for those who, notwithstanding all the care that may be 
taken to prevent disease, may be overtaken by it without the means to help 
themeelves. The reasons for this measure have been so ably set forth by the 
Mayor, in his annual addrese, that I only allade to it here for the purpose 
of saying, that the experience of seven years has confirmed the opinions ex- 
pressed in 1849, when the subject was first proposed by Dr. Buckingham and 
myself to a Committee of the City Council.” 


VACCINATIONS. 


The city physician reports, on the first of January, that he had vaccinated 
during the quarter one hundred and fifty-three, and furnished with vaccina- 
tion certificates, to enable them to attend the public schools, one hundred 
and forty-six. 

No child can attend a public school in Boston without such certificate, and 
the office of the city physician is open, one hour in each day, for gratuitous 
vaccination. As the Massachusetts laws require attendance upon school of 
all children of a certain age, there are two birds killed with one stone. A 
certain amount of education is obtained, and protection against a vile dis- 
ease provided for, and every child in Boston, as well as in a few other towns 
and cities, is forced to know something, and obliged net to have smallpox. 
Boston physicians would soon lose all chance of seeing smallpox, if it were 
not for the immigrants, who come in from the country, and more particularly 
from Maine and the Provinces. Asa rule, these never think of vaccination, 
till some one in the same house with them is down with variola. The report 
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of Dr. H. G. Clark, above alluded to, says, that he has not known of any 
cases of smallpox since August last :— 


“Under the inflaence of a very general resort to vaccination among the 
citizens, and hy private practitioners, as well as at this office, we have at 
last, for the first time for several years, obtained a period of entire immu- 
nity. The whole number of persons who have been vaccinated during the 
past year, as nearly as can be ascertained, in this city, including those vac- 
cinated in this office (2,062), is upwards of ten thousand. This is a satis- 
factory return, considering that it is more than double that of the increase 
of population by births. One-third of the surplus may be referred to re-vac- 
cinations, leaving the balance, or nearly three thousand vaccinations to be 
done for children old enough to attend school, and for adalt strangers who 
are constantly arriving here from various parts of the adjoining States, many 
of whom have never been previously or thoroughly vaccinated. The number 
of supplies of vaccine, during the past year (6%3), to physicians residing in the 
city, shows the importance of this office as a source of supply of an agent 
possessing qualities at once so valuable and so evanescent. 





























SCARLET FEVER. 


Scarlet fever had, however, according to his account, carried off in the 
same time more than four hundred, and its ravages have not yet ceased. 
The records show, that my own impressions of the class of people who have 
been afflicted with this disease, were correct. In ward one, up to January 
Ist, there had been sixty-eight deaths. In ward four, there bad been nine 
deaths. It should be understood that in 1850 Boston was redivided into 
twelve wards, each containing as nearly as possible a twelfth part of the 
population. Ward one is the oldest part of the city, and, though principally 
made up of the original land, is almost surrounded by docks of no very 
eleanly character, cut wp by narrow and crooked streets and lanes, filled 
with houses which are ready to fall—which are behind each other, and 
without sufficient drainage. It is the quarter of sailor boarding-houses of 
the worst as well as of the best character. The lower class of our foreign 
population, particularly the Irish, are probably more abundant here than 
elsewhere. There are in ward one more rows, more arrests, more fire alarms, 
four to one, than in all the rest of the city. 

Ward four is the section least devoted to stores. Much of the land is high 
and dry. The inhabitants are of the wealthier and cleanlier class. The lat- 
ter peculiarity does not arise from their better supply of water, for on the 
higher ground the water always fails first, and while the rest of the city bas 
been abundantly supplied, many of the inhabitants of ward four have often 
failed to have their wants attended to. 


































SUFFOLK DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


I mentioned that the Suffolk District Medical Soeiety held its meetings 
monthly, on the last Satarday evenings. At the last meeting, scarlet fever 
was discussed. The opinions expressed in regard to it were various. Dr. 
Bowditch brought up the question of Belladonna as a proyhylactic in Scarlet 
Fever, and advocated its use, when desired by parents. He quoted the fact 
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that, in a Catholic Orphan Asylum under his medical care, there had been 
one case only, among eighty [80] children. The rest had taken belladonna, 
in small, not in infinitesimal doses. Dr. Buck said he was not at all sur- 
prised that the disease had not extended, as for years he bad not believed 
the fever to be contagious. Dr. Buckingham took similar grounds, but no 
other member of the profession seemed inclined to support them. Dr. Alley 
testified, that the statements concerning the failure of belladonna as a pro- 
phylactic, at the Female Orphan Asylum, were, in the main, correct. In the 
epidemic of 1848, there were about the same number of children in the house, 
as in that of 1856. In 1848, one-half the children took belladonna, the other 
half took nothing. In this last epidemic, none of the children took bella- 
donna, The same proportion of children took scarlatina in 1848 [}] as in 
1856, and one child died in each year. 


ADJOURNED TO THE SUPPER-TABLE. 


From the discussion, which ended without any new light upon the disease, 
the Society adjourned to the supper-table. An experiment upon moderate 
suppers, as a means of creating a social interest among the physicians of the 
city, is now in progress. This was the first of the series. There is, of course, 
opposition to it. Those who were present, I am told, were satisfied that 
oysters, and salad, ice-cream and coffee, notwithstanding the lateness of the 
hour, have a tendency to produce quiet enjoyment, whatever effect they may 
have upon the digestive system. 


CLASSIFICATION OF HOMGOPATHISTS. 


The homeeopaths are going to form a State Medical Society. There is a 
centrifugal power which will eventually break it up, if it ever gets together. 
Homeeopaths in Boston may be divided into several classes. Ist, homao- 
paths proper, who believe in the similia similibus, and practice accordingly, 
and these are divided into infinitesimals and anti-infinitesimals, or those who 
give medicine in sextillionths, and those who venture occasionally on the 
half a millionth of a grain. 2d, homeopaths improper, who do not believe 
in similia similibus, but who give small doses of anything, or nothing, as 
they see fit. 3d, hybrids, who practise homoopathically, or anti-hommo- 
pathically, just as their patients direct. The gathering of these discordant 
elements into an association for the advancement of homeopathic science, 
will be an interesting exhibition. 

The believers in homeopathy have begun to establish a dispensary for 
charitable purposes. Under the head of Homa@oraraic Mepicat Dispensary, 
I find the following paragraph in the papers:— 

“At a meeting of the Board of Trustees, yesterday, several committees 
were appointed to forward the enterprise, and such earnestness and energy 
were exhibited as betoken success. An address is to be prepared for general 
circulation, setting forth the design and wants of the institution. 

o. It is intended to raise, as soon ome a permanent fund to sustain the 
dispensary, and the Ion. John H. Wilkins, with his accustomed liberality, 
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has offered five hundred dollars towards it, provided a fund of ten thousand 
dollars shall be subscribed. 

“If other friends of the measure are equally prompt in their expression of 

interest, we shal! soon have the dispensary in successful and permanent ope- 
ration.” 
* This is of course destined to be a complete failure. Those who are willing 
to receive medical treatment, as a charity from a public institution, have 
more faith in Hamilton on Purgatives, than in Hahnemann’s Organon. 
Those who don’t mean to pay, and therefore go to a dispensary, mean that 
the doctors shall give the money’s worth of those who do. 

After all, however, it is not so much medical treatment that our poorest 
classes want. They call at the dispensary and receive cathartics and tonics, 
but I fancy nineteen out of twenty who have served in that department will 
tell you, that if they could have all the food of the proper quality, needed for 
dispensary patients, the prescriptions of medicine would be few and far be- 
tween. If the believers in homeopathy are willing and able to furnish a 
sufficiency of that, they will work wonders. But one year’s campaign would 
leave their treasury in as bad a state as @ country village after a visit from a 


foraging party. 


NAVAL AND MARINE HOSPITALS. 


Opposite Boston, on either side of the Winnesimmit Ferry-way, in Chelsea, 
stands a large stone building, each surrounded by extensive grounds. That 
upon the left is the naval, that on the right the marine hospital. They are 
both the property of the United States Government. The naval hospital is, and 
has for three years, been under the care of Dr. Edward Gillchrist, of the navy ; 
a gentleman somewhat distinguished, among certain classes, for his acquisi- 
tions in the languages. The number of patients is never large, and the medi- 
cal officers, for he has an assistant surgeon, have much leisure time. The 
marine hospital is the receptacle for the nursing and treatment of sailors in 
the merchant service. Dr. Davis, formerly of Lowell, has charge of this, and 
at times the work is quite laborious. This house is to be given up for a bet- 
ter, which may be seen on the hill north and beyond the naval hospital.' 

But I find myself at the end of my bounds, without attending to one of 
the most important medical quackeries of the day, which shall be noticed in 
my next. Yours truly, 

STUDENT. 


' We regret that we are compelled to omit the description of the Hospital, 
which is both interesting and instructive.—[Eprror. ] 
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OF THE 
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MINUTES OF THE 91st ANNUAL MEETING. 


Tue Ninety-first Annual Meeting was held at Trenton, January 27, 
1857. 

The President, Dr. Coopsn, called the Society to order. 

Certificates of Delegates were read and accepted, and the Society or- 
ganized with the following members :-— 


OFFICERS. 
President, R. M. Cooper. 
First Vice-President, T. Ryerson. 
Second Vice-President, I. P. CotemMan. 
pss Vice- President J. R. Stckuer. 


—— J. 8. Eneuisu. 
Standing Committee.—S. Wickes, J. H. CLark, and S. T. Micuzr. 
DELEGATES. 


Essex.—J. H. Clark, L. W. Oakley, and E. D. G. Smith. 

Somerset.—P. D. McKissack, C. C. Suydam, 8S. K. Martin, and J. 
B. Vanderveer. 

Monmouth.—W. L. Debow, J. T. Woodhull, and J. 8. English. 

Sussex,—J. Miller, H. Hulshizer, C. V. Moore, and J. L. Allen. 
i Mercer.—W. W.L. Phillips, E. Hance, C. T. Bonsall, and J. L. 

aylor. 

urlington —Z. Read, H. H. Longstreet, J. H. Pugh, and 8. C. 

Thornton, Jr. 

Camden.—C. D. Hendry, B. Hendry, T. F. Cullen, and J. V. 
Schenck. 

Middlesex.—G. J. Janeway, C. Morrogh, H. R. Baldwin, and C. 
Dunham. 


FELLOWS PRESENT. 


Doctors F. 8. Schenck, J. H. Phillips, 8. H. Pennington, J. B. Cole- 
man, and Z. Read. 
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Doctors B. R. Bateman, of Cumberland, and J. Blane, of Hunterdon, 
appeared as delegates, but having no certificates, were invited to sit as 
corresponding members. 


The President addressed the Society upon the subject of Re-vacci- 
nation. The thanks of the Society were voted, and a copy requested 
for publication. , 

Resolved, That the hour for dinner to-morrow be 14 o’clock P. M. 

Society adjourned to 94 o’clock A. M., to-morrow. 


January 28. The Society re-convened. The President in the chair. 

Roll was called, and absentees noticed. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. 

The following committees were appointed :— 

Nominating Committee.—Drs. McKissack, Woodhull, Moore, J. B. 
Coleman, Pugh, J. V. Schenck, and E. D. G. Smith. 

On Treasurer's Account.—F. 8. Schenck, Butler, and J. H. Phillips. 

On Unfinished Business.—W. W. L. Phillips, Hance, and Pugh. 

A communication from Medical gentlemen of Middlesex, was read, 
relative to a reorganization of a District Society for that county ; which, 
on motion, was referred to Standing Committee, for investigation. 

Bill for use of Temperance Hall, and services of Janitor, was ordered 
to be paid; viz. $4.00. 

Dr. Wickes, Chairman of Standing Committee, submitted the Annual 
Report, which was accepted, and recommitted for correction. 

A communication was read by Corresponding Secretary, from Dr. L. 
A. Smith, Chairman of Delegation to the American Medical Associa- 
tion, which was ordered to be laid upon the table. 

The Middlesex gentlemen appeared, and, on motion, 

Resolved, That the communication from that district be referred to 
Standing Committee, to be reported upon during the present session. 

Dr. Corson, Essayist, read a paper on Excessive Medication. 

A copy was requested for publication. 

A supplemental! report was made by the Standing Committee, rela- 
tive to the Middlesex organization, in which they recommend their ad- 
mission to the State Society, which was agreed to by the Society, and 
the delegates were accordingly admitted. 

A memorial to the Legislature, in reference to the removal of the 
New York Quarantine to Sandy Hook, in this State, was submitted by 
Dr. Ryerson, and on motion indefinitely postponed. 

The Treasurer submitted his report, which was accepted, and the 
Committee on his accounts reported them correctly stated, with a balance 
in his hands of $176.87. ; , 

On motion, Resolved. That no distribution of funds to the District 
Societies be made the present year. 

Resolved, That the question ‘‘ What constitutes a valid license under 
existing laws?” be referred to the Standing Committee, with authority 
to obtain competent legal advice. 

Resolved, That an addition of $20 be paid to the Editor of the Re- 
PORTER. 

H. R. Baldwin was appointed Essayist. 
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The following were appointed Censors :— 

Monmouth.—Drs. J. T. Woodhull, E. Taylor, J. 8. English, and 
W. L. Debow. 

Camden.—I. 8. Mulford, O. H. Taylor, C. D. Hendry, and A. D. 
Woodruff. 
‘ eee) H. Pennington, 8. Wickes, L. W. Oakley, and E. D. G. 

mith, 

Mercer.—E. Hance, J. H. Phillips, G. R. Robbins, and E. I. Grant. 

Sussexr.—A. Linn, D. M. Sayre, J. R. Stuart, and J. Titsworth. 

Burlington.—Z. Read, B. i. Stratton, I, P. Coleman, and A. E. 
Badd. 

Middlesex,—G. J. Janeway, C. Morrogh, H. R. Baldwin, and C. 
Dunham. 

Oumberland.—W . Elmer, G. Tomlinson, N. R. Newkirk, and E. E. 
Bateman. 

Hunterdon.—J. A. Gray, T. Johnson, J. Blane, and 8. Lilly. 

Gloucester.—J. Fithian, H. Clarke, J. C. Weatherby, and 8. T. Miller. 


The following were elected officers :-— 


President, T. Ryerson. 
First Vice-President, I. P. Coneman, 
Second Vice-President, J. R. Srcker. 


Corres ing Secretary, 8 W. Borrzr 
Recording Secretary, PIERSON. 
Treasurer, J. 8. Enorisu. 


Standing Committee.—J. Wootverton, T. J. Corson, and G. R. 
Rossrns. 


DELEGATES TO AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Doctors L. A. Smith, R. M. Cooper, 8. W. Butler, L. Condict, J. 
McKelway, W. Pierson, J. H. Clark, and 8. H. Pennington, with power 
to fill vacancies. 

Resolved, That the next annual meeting be at 7 o’clock P. M. 

The Committee of Arrangements were continued. 

The Standing Committee made a report relative to a case of irregu- 
larity and complaint recommitted to them, which report was accepted ; 


On motion, Resolved, That the whole subject be referred to the Mer- 
cer District Society for action. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appeinted to revise the 
Fee Bill, and report at the next meeting. 

The following were appointed Committee: J. H. Clark, Newark ; 
S. H: Pennin , and 8. Wickes. 

, t the Treasurer be authorized to pay the dinner bill. 

Dr. J. H. Clark was appointed Chairman of the First Scientific 
Committee. 

The President reported licenses granted to six on presentation of di- 
ploma, and one on certificate. 

The Society adjourned. 


W. Prernson, Rec. See. 





ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 





We have assembled at another annual meeting of our honorable 
society, not as on former occasions, under the sanction of the State, as 
a body clothed by it with the sole authority of deciding who shall 
legally practise our noble and arduous profession ; for, humiliating as it 
may be, we must now confess to ourselves that the re from with- 
out of empirics and irregular practitioners, has finally succeeded in de- 
priving us of the privilege—we were about saying, but it was in fact a 
trust-—of deciding who should be declared capable to practise medicine 
and surgery in our State. True it is that.our fundamental charter has 
not been taken from us, but the legislature has by supplements and 
additional supplements to our law, admitted almost any one with any 
kind of a diploma to practise independent of our authority. But our 
society, standing on its inherent rights, and the legitimate influence that 
an almost century of active and useful existence justly entitle it to, is 
still capable of exercising a useful and honorable influence, both upon 
the profession and the community; and as the most sanguine among 
us have ceased to look any longer to the legislature for the repeal of 
those enactments that have deprived us of the power that our society 
had for so many years used without partiality, but with justice both to 
the profession and to the people, we shall still be enabled by union and 
harmony among ourselves, as well as by the honorable practise of our 
calling, and by its benefits to our fellow-citizens, to maintain our societ 
as an sapaeation honorable in its aim, and useful in its results. Wi 
these er general remarks, I propose to make some observations upon 
Revaceination. 

It was fondly hoped, and even boldly proclaimed by the illustrious 
Jenner, in the first moments of a natural enthusiasm produced by his 
great discovery, that in a few years we should be enabled to banish 
from the earth one of the most fatal and loathsome diseases to which 
the human family were subject, and that one of the main sources of the 
greatest mortality in England, and in fact, all Europe, would be finally 
destroyed. 

But those glowing anticipations which were adopted by many of the 
celebrated physicians of that day, were doomed to a partial disappoint- 
ment, like many of the boasted discoveries of the present time; yet an 
incalculable amount of good has been accomplished by it, both in 
diminishing the number of cases and in reducing the mortality far 
below what it was previous to Jenner’s great discovery ; for a few years 
after its successful introduction, almost all who had the 
operation of vaccination, were soon after inoculated with smallpox 
matter, and were found to be perfectly protected from the disease, and 
could be exposed to the contagion with perfect impunity. Yet in a few 
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years, when this experimentum erucis, as it may be called, was aban- 
doned under the conviction that such a test was entirely unnecessary, it 
was discovered, more particularly in those years when smallpox was 
epidemic, that some who had been vaccinated in the first years of the 
discovery, and where the vaccination was pronounced by Jenner him- 
self satisfactory, were attacked by a disease commencing like smallpox, 
yet not continuing so long or having the secondary or suppurative 
fever. 

This unexpected train of symptoms at once led the profession to seek 
for the solution of such an unlooked for occurrence ; some contend- 
ing that the new disease was owing to the use of virus that was im- 
paired in its power, either by heat or age, or that the individual 
who had been vaccinated was laboring under some acute or chronic 
cutaneous disease interfering in some unexplained way with the 
regular course of the vaccine disease, leaving the system only partially 
protected. 

It was, however, soon ascertained that almost all of the cases of vario- 
loid, as the modified disease was called, occurred in adults who had been 
vaccinated many years previous, and that children seldom had the 
disease until after the physiological changes incident to puberty have 
been nearly or quite completed. The explanation was at once offered 
that the modification the system underwent at this period had thrown 
off, or eliminated the vaccine disease from the body, and the individual 
was thus left unprotected from the smallpox; others, again, adhering to 
the old idea that the whole body, solids as well as fluids, were removed 
by absorption, and renewed by new depositions about once in seven 
years, and that during this period the protective power of vaccination 
was constantly diminishing, and that at the end of each septennial period 
the whole of the virus was entirely removed from the system, and that 
the individual was in consequence liable to smallpox. 

It was from these rather theoretical views that revaccination was first 
proposed, and also, that it was requisite to t it again every few 
years, especially after the individual had arrived at adult age. 

In order to determine more accurately the proportion of persons 
who could take the vaccination a second time, experiments were made 
on a large scale in some of the armies of the German States, where 
large bodies of healthy men could be placed under the absolute control 
of the medical officers of the army. It was ascertained that many men 
who had well-marked cicatrices of a primary vaccination took the dis- 
ease a second time, which passed niet precisely the same phenomena 
as those who had never been vaccin ; but in a majority of cases the 
vaccine disease arrived at maturity sooner and ended all its stages 
several days earlier than in primary vaccinations; in these 
bearing a somewhat similar relation to a first vaccination, as varioloid 
does to true variola. It was also ascertained, that the degree of -per- 
fection of the revaccination was, as a general rule, in a great degree in 
proportion to the time that had elapsed since the first on was 
pom eoery and this last fact we believe still continues to hold good at 
the present day, the time, however, varying in different individuals; 
some persons being insusceptible to a second vaccination for many 
years, and a few perhaps for the remainder of their lives; while on the 
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other hand, persons are occasionally found who can be successfully re- 
vaccinated every few years, the pustule remaining to maturity, and the 
areola being as well defined as in @ primary vaccination. 

It would be an interesting question to determine whether an indi- 
vidual thus situated would not be liable to a second attack of smallpox, 
especially during the time of an epidemic influence. 

These experiments and facts thus alluded to, as well as the daily ob- 
servation of physicians in private practice, would seem to confirm the 
inference that vaccination becomes less efficient in proportion to the 
time that has elapsed since its introdaction into the system, and also 
that the severity of an attack of varioloid is greater as the time of vac- 
cination is longer. We believe, also, that cases of varioloid are com- 
paratively rare among those that have been a second time vaccinated. 
Such was stated to have been th® case oom the soldiers to whom 
allusion has already been made... It was asserted by the 
whose immediate care such revaccinations were performed, varioloid 
was almost unknown among the revaccinated regiments, even when 
they were in garrison in towns where smallpox was epidemic. 

We believe that the experience of those of us who have seen small- 
pox epidemic in our larger towns will confirm these views. It has 
certainly been so in our own experience ; for during the last winter, 
when smallpox was an epidemic, the most severe cases of varioloid were 
in those adults who had never been vaccinated since their infancy, and 
in some of these cases the disease was quite as severe as those that had 
never been vaccinated at all; proving that in their constitutions the 
protective powers of vaccination had entirely departed from the system. 

While, on the other hand, the few cases of varioloid met with in 
children were almost uniformly mild, the force of the contagion seeming 
to end with the first stage, leaving the child convalescent immediately 
on the appearance of a few small vesicles which in a short time dried 
up without running into ee leaving the patient entirely free 
from the suffering as well as the dangers of the secondary fever. 

It may perhaps be as well here to notice an explanation which some 
have offered why vaccination has failed to be an absolute protection as 
it was when first introduced. It is well known that Jenner, in his first 
experiments, used the virus obtained from the cow, or from those 

that had taken the disease directly from that animal; but as 
this source of the virus was uncertain, often very limited, it soon 
became the custom to procure it from the human subject, and thas, after 
a few transmissions through the system, it would lose some of its origi- 
nal character. Many persons contended, and with some bility, 
that it was necessary, in order to preserve its original , to 
recur again to the original source : accordingly the virus was again ob- 
tained from the cow, and this matter was found to produce a disease of 
much greater — than the ordinary virus. 

In several cases where we ourselves used this new virus, only two or 
_ three removes from the cow, all the symptoms, general, as well as local, 

were much more severe than that uced by the common virus that 
had been transmitted through the human system for an indefinite time. 
In almost every case severe inflammation took at the point of in- 
sertion of the virus, accompanied with high fever and enlargement in 
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the glands of the axilla, aad in a few instances there seemed to be 
danger of suppuration in the glands, and in the pustule itself. It is 
doubtful whether such a degree of the local symptoms would give a 
greater degree of immunity than the milder disease produced from the 
usual virus. 

The statistics of some of the large smallpox hospitals in Europe, 
are said by some to have shown that fewer cases of varioloid have oc- 
curred since the introduction of this new virus, procured directly from 
the cow, 

Yet, notwithstanding the introduction of this new virus, and every 
care that has been taken in performing the operation itself, smallpox 
still continues to prevail, and all hopes of our ever being able to banish 
the disease from among us must be abandoned; yet we have it in our 
power by vaccination and revaccination to limit its extent and deprive 
it of its danger—for thus modified it is hardly ever fatal, unless 
from accidental complications, or from some debility in the constitution. 

Such being the facts in regard to the security of a first vaccination, 
we would always recommend revaccination, more particularly when 
smallpox is epidemic, and such seems to be the case every few years in 
our larger towns and cities; but we do not consider it necessary to per- 
form it in children, or in those adults who have been operated upon 
within a few years. The result of these views in our own practice has 
been that varioloid rarely affects a family where this plan has been 
adopted, although in most cases free communication has been allowed 
to exist between sick and well. It may also be mentioned in this con- 
nection that, in times of an epidemic influence, there is an increased 
susceptibility to the vaccine disease; many individuals who cannot be 
vaccinated even with the greatest care, can now be successfully vac- 
cinated without the least difficulty, and others, again, can be made to 
take it a second time nearly as well as at first. We may perhaps here 
as well mention a rather new theory which was,a few years since ad- 
vanced by some modern pathologists who have been making investiga- 
tion on this subject :— 

It is stated by those observers, among whom Dr. Gregory stands 
prominent, that vaccination is only a temporary safeguard against 
smallpox; it is, they say, an absolute protection, when properly per- 
formed, until about fifteen years of age; but after that period its protec- 
tive powers are constantly diminishing until about the fiftieth year, 
when it affords no protection whatever, the individual being as liable to 
smallpox as if he had never been vaccinated. They also state that 
revaccination is also useless, or at least of-no avail; but that inocu- 
lation should be performed as a substitute which produces an entirely 
different disease both from smallpox and varioloid; that it is a papular 
disease, having neither vesicles nor pustules, and is also non-contagious, 
rendering the individual ever after entirely free from any liability to 
smallpox in any form whatever. If these views are correct, and they 
are declared by their authors to have been the result of much observa- 
tion and experience carried on on a large scale in some of the smallpox 
hospitals of London, an entirely new plan will have to be adopted in 
order to secure adults from any danger from smallpox. Inoculation 
will have again to be introduced with all the disadvantages which were 
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urged against it when first practised, with the additional one that we 
must always have near at hand some cases of nataral smallpox, in order 
to inoculate those that have been already vaccinated. It would bea 
matter of importance and interest for some of our profession in this 
country to test by direct experiment, the accuracy of these rather novel 
views; such experiments could be easily performed in a family where 
smallpox should break out, where some of the members are already 
vaccinated. 

From the views and observation of many who have endeavored to 
investigate this subject, we must come to the conclusion that, although 
the first hopes of the great discoverer of vaccination, as well as many 
of the profession, have been in a measure disappointed in being able 
entirely to prevent smallpox, we atill have it in our power, by vaccina- 
tion and revaccination, to limit the spread of the disease, and in a great 
majority of cases to deprive it of its danger as well as materially to 
shorten its duration ; and our own practice for a number of years has 
been to recommend revaccination to our patients, especially as we have 
before mentioned in times of epidemic influence, and the experience of 
the past winter, when smallpox was truly an epidemic in the city where 
we practise, has more than ever convinced us that such a course in a 
great degree diminishes the number of cases, as well as renders them 
more mild and manageable. 
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REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE. 





Tue general prevalence of health throu the State, and its immu- 
nity from extended epidemics, afford the ing Committee but little 
material upon which to report in this we wetanattiews webs opens 
The Committee took measures during the part of the year, to cal! 
the attention of the reporters to the duties involved in their appoint- 
ment, and earnestly requested a report at their hands. The response 
has permet 1 as nearly Nt b mei all the ne societies which 
appointed reporters are represen Teport, communications 
from members of the profession in some of the delinquent districts, make 


up in for their t in not providing one to speak for them. 
The Committee ackeo the of reports from the counties 
of Bergen, Sussex, Warren, Burlin and Cumberland, and 


communications from Essex, Hunterdon, and Salem. These will be 
succinctly noticed in detail, though the Committee commend the reports 
in fall to the notice of the Society, as they possess much interest. 

Bergen has been favored with continued exemption from the 
more violent and fatal forms of disease. Intermittents and malarious 
diseases have prevailed to a limited extent, but not so generally nor so 
severe as in former years. Since 1853, when they were remarkably 
prevalent, they have diminished each year in their severity and general 

revalence. 

, Measles and scarlet fever have occurred in isolated cases, but without 
a tendency to Sore throats, doubtless from the scarlet fever 
influence, have very common, and in some cases fatal. These are 
fully detailed in their symptoms and characteristics in the report from 
the district, to which the Committee refer the Society. “The concluding 
paragraph of the report is as follows, and is noteworthy: “The or- 
ganization of our District Society, if no other benefit result from it, has 
at least accomplished this important object, viz: A more harmonious 
state of feeling between physicians, a higher ap tion of the profes- 
sional character, and a truer estimate of onal morality.” 

The reporter of Sussex County," after stating that unusual health 
had pervaded the county during the year, gives some information con- 
cerning the medical topography of the district, to which the Society is 
referred in the report which is herewith submitted. A few cases of con- 
tinued fever occurred during the last winter, y produced by the 
importation of a similar case from a remote town of the State. In the 
anginose form of scarlet fever, an antimonial emetic, followed by the 
application of cold to the throat, is commended as being eminently suc- 


! See Report marked A. * See Report marked. B. 
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cessful in modifying the course of the disease. Tuberculous diseases are 
reported as more and more rare, and inflammatory diseases as almost 
uniformly of the asthenic type. An obstinate cutaneous disease is also 
noticed as extensively prevalent, nondescript in its character, and defy- 
ing classification; having papule, vesicles, pustules and squame, defying 
also sulphur and the usual remedies of itch, but yielding to the use of 
cooling laxatives and the external use of sulphuret of potash. It is 
called by the people, in their desperation, the ‘‘ seven years’ itch.” 

In Warren County' three diseases have prevailed epidemically. Dur- 
ing the winter and spring measles prevailed over a very large district— 
the disease was severe in many cases and in its varied complications, but 
yielded to mild treatment. Acute rheumatism was frequent in the 
spring. The cases recovered under the alkaline treatment. During the 
latter part of the summer intermittent and remittent fevers were more 
general than they had been for many years, characterized by a want of 
distinctness in their type, irregularity of attack, and severe cerebral 
symptoms—of short duration but with a tedious convaleseence—for the 
history of which, and the interesting remarks of the Reporter, the So- 
ciety is referred to the report. : 

Essex County has farnished no report. This is the more to be re- 
gretted, as the amount of its population and the number of its physicians 
warrant the expectation that something might be gleaned therefrom to 
interest the profession of the State. It was honored, too, in having 
two of the members of the Standing Committee selected from that 
district ; but the honor has not been appreciated. The health of the 
county has been good during the year. Scarlet fever prevailed exten- 
sively in Newark and Orange during the last winter, and as much so this 
winter in Newark—a few cases are occurring in Orange during the cur- 
rent month, but it has not become epidemic. There is nothing peculiar 
in the history of the disease during the past season, nor is the Committee 
aware of any new suggestions as to its character or treatment. In the 
practice of one of the members of the Committee, tannin has been used 
as a gargle in the anginose form of the disease, with very pleasant effects. 
The cutaneous disease, so generally noticed in the reports of last year, 
has continued to prevail to some extent in Orange. It seems to be con- 
tagious. The itching is relieved by a solution of sulphate of zine, and 
the use of citrine ointment, persevered in, will usually effect a cure. 
Sulphur inunction does not seem to cure, though it relieves for a time. 
Some cases have been cured by the internal use of Fowler’s solution, 
without any local application. 

Hunterdon County has not reported. A communication of interest 
from Dr. Wm. Johnson,’informs the Committee that after the severe win- 
terof ’55—6 with its great variationsof temperature, pneumonia and pleu- 
ropneumonia were prevalent. Pertussis was more general than in many 
years before ; at first amenable to treatment—as the winter advanced it 
frequently assumed a severe form. Two cases are noticed occurring in 
females aged 63 and 73, both of whom had the disease when young, 
and now again in its most violent form, with the distressing whoop as 
fully developed as it ever is in childhood. For the history of the cases 
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and treatment, the Committee refer to the paper of Dr. J. accompanying 
this report. During the summer dysentery was prevalent, but usually 
yielded to remedial measures. Cholera morbus was also of frequent oc- 
currence. One case is noticed as possessing all the marks, in discharges, 
cramps, &c., of malignant cholera. Scarlatina occurred during the 
year—cases not numerous. The dilute sulph. acid, fZij to a pint of 
sweetened water, given to the patient ad libitum, is commended for its 
pleasant effects. Vesicular and pustular eruptions of the skin are no- 
ticed as continuing to be prevalent during the year. The citrine oint- 
ment was usually successful in effecting a cure. Parotitis and lichen 
prevailed in a part of the county. A case of spontaneous gangrene is 
detailed, and a surgical case to which the Society is referred in the pa- 
per. 

In Burlington County’ but one general epidemic has prevailed, and 
this has been confined to the medical profession, which is the more re- 
markable, as of all other men, they are the least liable to be thus affected. 
‘The disease is known as Drapetomania, For the detail of symptoms, 
its cause, history, treatment, &c., the Society is referred to the report. 
Independent of the above disease, there has been a state of general 
health during the year. A few cases of smallpox occurred in Barling- 
ton, and many of varioloid. Vaccination and re-vaccination were gene- 
rally resorted to, and almost uniformly with the effect of establishing 
the vaccine or vaccinoid disease. The somewhat anomalous course of 
the variolous disease as occurring in one family is detailed in the report, 
and is worthy of note. Intermittent fever, in former years very preva- 
lent, disappeared during the past season, and scarcely any cases of bilious 
or typhoid fevers occurred. Notice is made of the prevalence, in one 
part of the county, of fevers of the intermittent and remittent form, cha- 
racterized by a low and typhoid type, generally yielding to treatment, 
but with a liability to a return of the disease on the 7th, 14th, and 21st 
days—the length of term of return proportioned by the length of time 
that the patient had labored under the disease. Parotitis and lichen 
prevailed in a part of the county, but with no peculiar characteristics. 

In Camden County,* after noticing the fact that variola and varioloid 
prevailed in an epidemic form in Camden City, and also the occurrence 
of pertussis, scarlatina, and rabeola characterized by nothing peculiar, 
the reporter details the history of a prevalent form of intermittent fever, 
which, if neglected for two or three days, was liable to result in a vio- 
lent colliquative diarrhea with low nervous symptoms, and often pro- 
tracted vomiting, and in many cases, attended with a hemorrhagic 
condition of the bowels, and often from the nose, gums, and mouth ; 
and in a few instances from the uterus. Duration of the cases from ten 
days to six or eight weeks; convalescence slow with a tendency to 
relapse. The Society is referred to the accompanying report for its 
history, treatment, &c. 

Salem County has no District Society organized. A communica- 
tion from Dr. Quinton Gibbon, of Salem,* informs the Committee that 
there has been no epidemic during the year, and that in a practice of 
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twenty years, he does not recollect a season of more uniform health. 
Intermittents prevailed to some extent; but remittents were, as they 
always are, the prevailing type of fever during the autumn ; they yielded 
readily to treatment. Quinia and its kindred preparations were better 
borne than in previous seasons. Dr. Gibbons writes that he uses the 
sulph. of cinchonia with gratifying results. He used it in the spring 
intermittents, and also as a tonic and antiperiodic in the latter stages 
and during convalescence from remittent fevers almost to the exclusion 
of quinia. He is disposed to consider it nearly equal in efficacy to 
the latter. They differ, as he thinks, in this respect, that quinia arrests 
the disease more speedily, but it does not stay arrested quite so surely 
as when treated with cinchonia. * Scarlet fever made its appearance in 
December in this county, but not in a severe or prevalent form. 

Cumberland County.' The reporter for this county states that the 
past year has been one of unusual health. A few cases of variola and 
varioloid occurred, and the same epidemic tendency of the disease was 
manifested as that noticed by the reporter of Burlington County, in the 
fact that the vaccine disease was readily and almost uniformly communi- 
cated, and in cases where a few months before it had failed. Typhoid 
fevers have been more or less prevalent, and in some instances fatal. 
Intermittents have also prevailed, tedious in their course, resisting, in 
many cases, the remedial effects of quinia. In such cases boneset in 
quart doses was resorted to, and after distortions of countenance the 
most decided, with success. Rheumatisms have been more than usually 
frequent, severe, and protracted—lotions, liniments, and blisters were 
the usual resort. One of the physicians of the district relied solely on 
calomel, or blue pill, given to the point of salivation in all his cases, and 
with invariable success. Uterine hemorrhages are noticed as very 
common and obstinate, resulting in many cases in abortion, or miscar- 
riage. 

The reporter of Mercer County,* after stating in his report that 
variola and varioloid had prevailed to a limited extent in Trenton, in- 
forms the Committee that scarlatina had most extensively prevailed in 
the same place, commencing in February last, and continuing during 
the year to the present time. The majority of cases have been of the 
anginose form—with occasional malignant cases, generally appearing in 
children of stramous habit. Nothing new is proposed as to the plan of 
treatment. Intermittent fevers have also been very rife, no portion of 
the city having had an immunity from the disease. In their treatment 
sulph. of cinchonia is highly commended. Cases which would not yield 
to quinia or cinchonia have been relieved by a combination of the two. 
Measles and whooping-cough have also prevailed, many cases of the 
latter complicated with bronchitis and pneumonia requiring careful anti- 
phlogistic treatment. Notice is made of the case of an old lady 
empiric, who has acquired a reputation in the treatment of felons, ery- 
sipelas, &c., which the Society will find detailed in the report. 

Of remarkable cases, the Committee notice three as detailed in the 
reports, one of labor by Dr. Bateman, of Cumberland County. In a 
case of twins, the breech of one child presented and was delivered all 
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bnt the head, when during a strong uterine contraction, the head of the 
other child was delivered, thus having one head within and another 
without, and tightly wedged in the pelvis. Here was a fix for the 
babies, and the doctor too. His first thought was to amputate the head 
without the vulva, and after delivering the first child to seek for the 
feet of the second and deliver; but remembering that one head in 
manu is worth two elsewhere, he concluded to wire draw the child with 
the presenting head, which he did successfully, and completed the labor 
without further difficulty. 

An unusual form of disease is mentioned in the report of Burlington 
District, occurring in the practice of Dr. Thornton, of Moorestown—a 
case of spasmodic contraction of the diaphragm unattended by any 
symptoms indicative of singultus. The contractions jarred the whole 
person and bed ; it occurred once in three months, and generally lasted 
about two weeks. 

A case of pustule maligne is also detailed by Dr. Thornton, to which 
the Committee refer in the report of Burlington District. 

The Committee report no new discoveries. The reporter of Warren 
County remarks upon santonine as a vermifuge, it having been used in 
that district for three years. The profession there testify to its value. 
Its combination with calomel increases its efficacy. 

The Committee would notice that there has been a disregard of the 
laws of the Society on the part of some of the district societies in their 
failure to appoint reporters to this Society. 

As the interest and value of the annual report of the Standing Com- 
mittee is so dependent upon the co-operation of the district societies in 
this particular, the necessity of conforming to the rules of the Society 
should be pressed upon their attention. 

The Committee is requested by one of the local reporters to call the 
attention of the Society to the necessity of revising the fee table, or to 
its entire abolishment as a guide to the charges of the profession gene- 
rally. Higher prices are paid for almost all articles of consumption, 
and yet the physician cannot make a corresponding advance in his fees 
without subjecting himself to the charge of valuing his services at a 
higher rate than the fee bill allows. The expenses of living are much 
modified by differenee of locality, and it is in every way desirable that 
the standard of charges adopted by the State Society, if one is estab- 
lished at all, should be such as to meet the wants of the profession 
throughout the State. The Committee recommend this subject to the 
consideration of the Society. 

The Committee is not ivformed as to the causes which have interfered 
with the formation of district societies in the few counties not repre- 
sented in this Society. The interest at present taken throughout the 
country in medieal organizations, and their obvions value to the pro- 
gress of medical science, and to the welfare of the profession, render it 
most desirable that every part of the State should have its local organ- 
ization. It is but too true that county societies, not only in New Jersey, 
but in other States, have in many cases merely a local habitation and a 
name; but this need not be so. The platform on which they stand is 
broad enough to make them efficient for good. The intercourse of 
physicians with each other stimulates to individual study and research; 
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the interchange of views upon the important subjects of practical medi- 
eine tends to the general good; and the cultivation of friendly social 
intercourse greatly promotes the happiness, and stimulates the noblest 
efforts of the physician in the pursuit of his arduous and responsible 
calling. No class of men need encouragement and the countenance of 
each other more than we do, and no pains should be spared to secure, 
when it is possible, appropriate measures to promote this end. Efficient, 
harmonious, and well sustained organizations throughout our State 
would tell upon the standing and general welfare of the profession. It 
would afford a dignified and silent rebuke to quackery such as nothing 
else would; and it would elevate this our State Society to a position 
such as it ought to hold. Its basis, though good, needs modification. 
Its material is abundant. Its age makes it venerable and venerated. 
Let the profession of the State see to it that it fulfils an appropriate 
destiny. 

From a somewhat extensive correspondence with the profession of the 
State, the Committee has been informed of the faet, that there is a very 
general desire that efforts should be pyt forth to promote the efficiency, 
and elevate the character of our State Society. Has not the time ar- 
rived to make the attempt? The Committee feel that it would be trav- 
elling out of the record for them to make any definite suggestions, but 
they know that they speak the wishes of many valued members of the 
profession, when they ask the attention of the Society to this important 
subject. 

SrerHen WICKES, 
J. Henry Crark, » Standing Committee. 
Samugi T. MiLuer, 

January 27, 185T. 


(A.) 


To Sreruen Wickes, M. D., 
Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Medical Society of N. Jersey. 


Sm: In presenting a report of the diseases of this district for the 
year 1856, I am happy in being able to state, that it has been a year of 
continued exemption from the more violent and fatal forms of disease. 

The usual inflammatory affections of the winter and spring, and the 
usual bowel complaints of the summer and autumn, have prevailed to a 
limited extent and in a mild form, presenting nothing in their character 
or treatment to call for especial remark. 

Intermittent fever, and others of the so-called malarions diseases, 
have prevailed to a considerable extent in some portions of the county, 
but by no means so generally nor in so severe a form as for some years 
past. Ina few places along the Hackensack and Saddle Rivers, this 
group of diseases has been commonly prevalent, presenting all the cha- 
racteristies more particularly mentioned in my report for the year 1855. 
But, generally speaking, our county has suffered much less from these 
diseases the past year than for some years previously. 
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Since 1853, indeed, when intermittent fevers, &c. &c., appeared to 
reach their highest point of prevalence, each succeeding year has wit- 
nessed less and less of this class of diseases. And it is confidently an- 
ticipated that in a few years our county will be as entirely exempt from 
them as it was previous to 1849, when a case of intermittent fever was 
scarcely ever seen among us. 

Typhoid fever has also prevailed in our county to a small extent since 
our last report. A few cases only have been reported from different 
parts of the county, the disease apparently running its course mildly 
and with but few complications. 

The contagious eruptive fevers, particularly measles and scarlatina, 
have also prevailed throughout the county, mostly in isolated cases, and 
without any marked tendency to spread beyond the family attacked. 

In this connection it may be proper to remark that sore throats have 
been exceedingly common during the past year—so much so as to arrest 
the attention of the profession, and to be particularly referred to in 
their reports to me. 

This inflammation is not confined to the tonsils, but extends to the 
mucous membrane of the fauces and palate, frequently attacking suc- 
cessively several members of the same family, and usually accompanied 
in its eourse by considerable prostration of the vital powers, tumefac- 
tion of the cervical glands, and in some instances with sappuration with- 
in the auditory canal, and generally with a pale and exsanguine ap- 
pearance of the patient. Convalescence also is usually tedious, and 
frequently interrupted by some local difficulty of the above mentioned 
character. 

Pneumonia, ‘t is reported, has been observed to commence with, or 
be accompanied by, this inflamed condition of the fauces, and several 
cases of acute laryngitis, apparently supervening upon sore throat, and 
running a rapid course to a fatal termination, have also been reported 
by different members of our District Society. 

Two cases of this character have fallen under our own care. The 
first occurred in a gentleman aged 60 years. He had sore throat for 
three days, with great difficulty of deglutition. On the fourth day I 
was sent for. It was then impossible for him to swallow anything with- 
out a paroxysm of suffocative cough. The fauces and palate were in- 
tensely red but not much tumefied, the voice suppressed, respiration 
stridulous, the epiglottis erect, tumid and very red, and a portion of 
everything swallowed found its way diréctly into the larynx. 

Venesection, calomel and antimony, &c. &., were freely employed, 
but he died the next day from suffocation. 

The second case occurred in the same locality a few weeks later, in a 
lady aged forty years. Being subject to quinsy, and two other mem- 
bers of the family having just recovered from sore throat, she believed 
the attack to be nothing unusual, and medical advice in consequence was 
not sought until the fifth day of the disease. The suppressed voice, 
the whistling respiration, the inability to swallow without its giving rise 
to attacks of suffocative cough, together with absence of sufficient tu- 
mefaction of the fauces to account for her sufferings, at once pointed to 
the larynx as the seat of disease. 

Local bleeding, calome), opium, and tartar emetic, counter-irritation, 
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&c., were the means resorted to. Mercurial action became established 
in the gums, the redness and the tumefaction of the epiglottis partially 
subsided, a muco-purulent expectoration became established with much 
apparent relief, the voice was partially restored, and deglatition much 
easier. But notwithstanding the amelioration in the local phenomena, 
the patient began to sink, and in spite of stimulants, &c., she died on 
the sixth day of treatment, from insafficient oxydation of the blood and 
consequent exhaustion of nervous power. 

In our first patient, the larynx was opened at the crico-thyroid space 
with great temporary relief, but after a few hours the extreme dyspnea 
again returned, and continued until death. 

In the second case, it was beliéved that the inflammation extended to 
the bifurcation of the trachea, and tracheotomy was therefore deemed 
inadvisable. 

Within the last two months this tendency to sore throats has been 
particularly marked, and at the same time scarlatina has also prevailed 
to some extent, and that there is some connection between them would 
seem probable. Indeed, the peculiar appearances of the throat, the 
accompanying or subsequent inflammation of the cervical glands, the 
pale, anemic appearance of the patients attacked, the marked prostra- 
tion of the vital powers, and the tedious and irregular convalescence, 
would seem to indicate an epidemic tendency to diseases partaking of 
the characters of true scarlatina. 

No “curious medical facts, discoveries, nor remarkable cases,” have 
come to our knowledge, of sufficient importance to call for especial 
mention. 

And in conclusion, your reporter is happy in being able to state that 
he has no “irregularities” nor violations of medical ethics to report. 
The organization of our District Society, if no other benefit result from 
it, has at least accomplished this important object, viz: a more harmo- 
nious state of feeling between our physicians, a higher appreciation of 
the professional character, and a truer estimate of professional morality 
as set forth in our excellent code of Medical Ethics. 

Very respectfully, yours, X&c., 
Cuas. Hasprovuck, M. D., 
Reporter for Bergen County. 
Hackensack, December 22, 1856. 


(B.) 


Dr. 8S. Wickes. 

The past year has been one of unusual health in the county of Sussex. 
Although the mercury has ranged through one hundred degrees, still 
the changes have been gradual. A uniformly cold winter was followed 
by a dry warm summer, which, with the natural salubrity of the county, 
has made the year 1856 one long to be remembered by the doctors. 
Still it was attended with a healthy state of the populating principle, 
that cannot fail to be seen in the returns of the Census Office. How- 
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ever, I have been able to collect some facts which I trust will be con- 
sidered (along with some speculations), better than no report at all. 

That the influence of soil and location may be better understood in 
describing the diseases, I will give a short description of the geology 
and drainage of this section of the State. 

The most elevated part of the county is perhaps two thousand feet 
above tide-water, and the cold in autumn sets in earlier and winter lin- 
gers longer than in other sections. The high lands east of Newton are 
the water-shed of the counties of Sussex, Warren, Morris and Passaic, 
in New Jersey, and Orange, in New York. Springs near Sparta are 
the sources of the Paulinskil] and Musconetcong, which find their way 
to the ocean by way of the Delaware, and the Pequanock and Rock- 
away rivers, which flow into the Passaic, and the Wallkill, which flows 
into the Hudson at Kingston or Rondout. All the northern part of 
the county is drained by the Wallkill, which rises in the high lands 
near Sparta, and flows through a valley with abrupt primitive moun- 
tains on one side and limestone on the other. The mountain springs 
are very pure and soft, while those on the other side are highly impreg- 
nated with lime. After leaving Hamburg, the valley spreads out into 
wide alluvial flats called “drowned lands,” extending into the State of 
New York. As you would readily: suppose, this is the malarious part 
of the county. Periodic fevers prevail more or less every year, but are 
getting less prevalent where the lands are in process of drainage than 
where in a state of nature. Quere, why ? 

Inflammatory diseases prevailed to some extent, with a disposition to 
periodicity and a decided asthenic type. Parotitis and whooping- 
cough, together with several forms of the exanthemata, have prevailed 
to some extent, but the general sanitary condition has modified and 
made them light. Inthe mountainous part of this section goitre pre- 
vails to some extent, while I have not seen a case in the limestone 
region. Quere, why? 

In the Paulinskill and Musconetcong regions, the land is mostly dry 
and the beds of the streams rocky, with little malarious fever except 
where artificial dams are constructed, which seem to cause fever while 
recent, but lose it as they become older. Quere, why ? 

Some cases of continued fever prevailed last winter which seemed to 
have been spread by contagion, a case having come into the neighbor- 
hood from Paterson. One peculiarity about these cases was the 
enlarged papilla of the tongue, resembling scarlatina. Were it not 
that children escaped the contagion, I would have considered them iden- 
tical. Undera treatment of which a ‘‘ masterly inactivity” was the prin- 
cipal part, they in about three weeks recovered. 

In the anginose cases of the scarlatina, an antimonial emetic, with 
the application of cold to the throat, seemed to ward off all those 
serious local complications while the disease was running its course— 
obviously a matter of the highest importance. I would be glad to see 
the profession in the State give it an extensive trial. 

Smallpox and dysentery have been unknown. Tuberculous diseases, 
I think, are becoming more rare, and, as I said before, nearly every in- 
flammatory case assumed a low grade, and the lancet rusts in its case. 
We have had prevailing extensively, one of the most nondescript as 
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well as troublesome cutaneous diseases that ever a community was 
troubled with. In this affection we have papule, vesicles, pustules, and 
squame, defying classification. It is evidently not contagious. It is 
ealled, popularly, ‘“‘seven year itch,” but defies sulphur and the usual 
remedies of itch, but yields to cooling laxatives, with the external use 
of sulphuret of potash in solution, as strong as the skin will bear. 
Hoping these crude observations may help to elucidate some fact in 
the progress of our favorite profession, I respectfully submit them. 
FRANKLIN SMITH, 
Reporter, 
Newton, Dec. 14, 1856. 


(C.) 


To THe CoMMITTEE OF THE MepicaL Society or New JERSEY. 


A report upon the diseases which have prevailed in this county dar- 
ing the past year, might present many points of general and professional 
interest; buat the information, on Which to base such a statement, is 
limited by causes which seem to have operated elsewhere; and it is 
necessarily curtailed of mach that might have been included with profit. 
In the northern and western portions of the county, three diseases 
have prevailed as epidemics, and as such are to be noticed. During the 
winter and spring months, measles prevailed over a very large district, 
and affected the greater portion of those who were unprotected by 
previous attacks of the disease. Their type was sthenic, devoid of 
malignancy—yet, in most cases, attended with bronchial and pulmonary 
complications. These were frequently severe, presenting symptoms 
which, in idiopathic inflammations, would have constituted grave cases 
of their respective diseases. Affections of the larynx were most com- 
mon, attended with great hoarseness ; some dyspneea, and suspension of 
the natural tone of voice for a time. All these complications, however, 
yielded to mild treatment; demulcent drinks, mild counter-irritation, 
and nauseating doses of ipecac, availing, where heroic treatment, by 
venesection, antimony, and blisters, would seem to have been demanded. 
That salutary rule of practice—which teaches, that inflammations com- 
plicating fevers, subside more rapidly, and with less active treatment 
tlian do idiopathic inflammations—seemed to apply well in these cases 
of specific disease, and to stay the hand that would too “ heroically” 
strike a foe less formidable than it appeared. How far that “ pune- 
tated redness,” which is seen in the mouth and fauces in measles, may 
extend over the whole laryngeal, bronchial, and pulmonary mucous 
membrane, and be the cause of the symptoms manifested from these 
organs, is a point that may have some influence in practice. It may have 
an identity with the eruption on the skin, and it was noticed that the 
severity of complication was frequently in proportion to the fulness of 
that eruption. Such an identity of condition of the mucous membrane 
with the skin is seen in varicella where the mouth is, at times, as thickly 
studded with vesicles as the cuticle. 
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The recovery from the disease was in almost all cases perfect, and its 
sequelae were very rare. Cases occurring in pregnant women passed 
through their course without untoward symptoms. 

Acute rheumatism was common in the spring months; it yielded 
readily to the alkaline treatment, but presented nothing worthy of note. 

Dysentery and typhoid fever affected a certain district, but I am 
unable to communicate with reference to them. 

Through the latter part of summer and succeeding fall months, inter- 
mittent and remittent fevers prevailed more extensively than they had 
for many years. They were characterized by a want of distinctness as 
to type, irregularity in their attack, their intermissions and remissions. 
The cerebral symptoms were of a high degree of severity; the pain in 
head and back very intense, and delirium with tendency to coma was 
manifest in some cases. The duration of the disease was short, it sub- 
siding within one week; but the debility produced in that time was 
extreme, and the subsequent restoration to health, slow and tedious. In 
the vast majority of cases, there was great uniformity of symptoms and 
course ; but a few cases occurred in which a fatal termination super- 
vened with great rapidity. In these, at first, there seemed a want of 
severity of the ordinary symptoms; but those that did present them- 
selves were insidious; a general uneasiness, slight anxiety of counte- 
nance, a denial on the part of the patient of head symptoms, less febrile 
symptoms than in other cases; these soon followed by a delirium of an 
active kind, with great manifestation of muscular strength, profuse 
sweat, rapid sinking of the pulse, and subsidence into coma. Death 
ensued in a very few days at the longest, sometimes within a few hours 
after reason for anxiety in the case was manifested. In these few cases, 
from the first, there was a firm conviction on the minds of the patients, 
that “they would not get well.” I may remark, in this connection, that 
this form of termination has been the usual one in the fatal cases of 
typhoid fever which have occurred in the district for the last few years, 
and shows that brain complication is most anxiously to be looked for in 
the examination of the patient. The course of treatment pursued 
throughout the epidemic was the ordinary one by cathartics, diaphoretics, 
and antiperiodics. At times stimulants were necessary to counteract a 
sudden tendency to sink, which was speedily recovered from under their 
use. 

The practice of the “early administration of quinine, without refer- 
ence to distinct intermission” in this epidemic, was not a wise one; as 
the way was to be made ready by appropriate preparation, and, even 
then, its action to be watched with caution lest it should aggravate any 
tendency there might be to active congestion of the brain, which seemed 
to form a conspicuous attendant on the fever. 

Relapses were not as frequent as in the ordinary attacks of fevers of 
this sort. 

Whooping-cough has also prevailed somewhat extensively; its attacks 
were generally severe, but nothing worthy of note in its course or 
treatment has transpired. An increase in the proportion of paralytic 
cases is apparent, and with the history of other diseases, shows more 
tendency to affections of the brain than formerly. ' 

Santonine, as a vermifuge (to which attention is called in a late num- 
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ber of Medical Reporter), has been used by practitioners in this district 
for the last three years. Their experience testifies to its superiority 
over the nauseous and unpleasant articles of that sort, in its ease of 
administration and its more pleasant action. Its combination with 
calomel greatly increases its efficacy. 
J. C. Jownson, 
Reporter for Warren Co, Dist. Med. Society. 


BiarrsTowy. 


(D.) 


SreruHen Wickes, M. D., 
Chairman of Standing Commit'ee, &c. 

Your favor came duly to hand. I do not know who is at present the 
reporter for this district, or whether one was lately appointed. With 
pleasure, however, I will furnish you all the information which I possess 
relative to the subjects of your inquiry. My observations have been 
confined to the northern portions of the county of Hunterdon. With 
these prefatory remarks, I enter on the duty assigned me. 

The winter of 1855-6 was characterized by unusual severity. The 
mean temperature of the month of January was 22°, and that of Feb- 
ruary 25°. The thermometer stood on the 9th of January at 7 degrees 
below zero in the morning, and at 3 degrees above it in the afternoon, 
and on the following day at 4 degrees below zero in the morning, and 
at 14 degrees above it in the afternoon; in the month of February the 
thermometer was twice at or below zero. The greatest range of the 
thermometer in the twenty-four hours, was twenty-three degrees in the 
month of January, and thirty-five degrees in the month of February. 
Snow fell towards the last of December and remained on the ground ten 
weeks, affording by additional falls of snow very good sleighing for two 
months—a very unusual occurrence amongst us. The great variations 
of atmospheric temperature told sensibly on the human constitution. 

Diseases of the class phlegmasia were exceedingly rife. It is true 
they had lost their high phlogistic diathesis, which was formerly consid- 
ered as their essential element. Prominent amongst these diseases were 
pneumonia and pleuropneamonia. I cannot call up another season in 
which so great a number of cases of pneumonia occurred as in the past 
winter. The disease proved fatal to one adult—a female of broken 
constitution, and somewhat advanced in life. Four children also sue- 
cumbed under it. Two of these cases occurred in the advanced stages 
of pertussis. Far the greatest number of cases occurred in childhood. 
In the treatment of the cases of pneumonia, as internal remedies ant. et 
pot. tart., acetate and citrate of ammonia, tinct. digital., according to 
the age of the patient and circumstances of the case, were resorted to. 
As external appliances, cupping and scarification, sinapisms, stupes of 
spirits of turpentine, were employed. My son, in a few cases in adults 
and one case in a rugged child, applied epispastics of cantharides with 
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decided good effect. I did not myself resort to them in a single 
instance. We had not a single case in which the lancet was used. 

Pertussis prevailed more extensively than I have known it to do in 
many years. At first fie cases were mild and readily amenable to treat- 
ment, but as the winter advanced they assumed frequently a more serious 
character; in several instances from the supervention of pneumonia. 
In one of these cases, a boy of nine years of age, tuberculous phthisis 
was developed, and he died. The recurrence of the disease a second 
time was noticed in several instances. In one family in particular, in 
which the junior members were laboring under the disease, the grand- 
mother and maiden sister of hers, although they had both had the dis- 
ease in their younger days, had it now in its most violent form. I never 
heard the characteristic whoop more distressing in childhood than in 
them. The grandmother’s age was 73, and her sister’s about 63 years. 
Severe pneumonia supervened in the grandmother’s case, as well as in 
the case of one of the grandchildren. They all, however, recovered. 
In no cases in which I have resorted to turpentine stupes have I ever 
witnessed more unmistakable benefit from the application, than in these 
two cases. The internal remedy most relied on was sp. mindereri, and 
towards the close of the case in the old lady, I substituted the julep of 
ammonia. In the treatment of the majority of my cases of pertussis, I 
witnessed as good effects from ipecacuanha as from any other remedy. 
It was administered in doses of from 4 to 1 gr. every two or three hours. 
I frequently combined it with bicarb. soda. I also administered the 
other alkalies variously combined, and calomel and emetic remedies as 
they were indicated. 

The remaining diseases of the winter, such as bronchitis, rheumatism, 
cynanche tonsillaris, &c., presented nothing particularly worthy of 
note. ‘ And as Winter lingered so long in the lap of Spring,” (10th 
of March the thermometer standing at 3° in the morning and 9° in the 
afternoon), vernal diseases partook much of the character of those of 
the winter, I will pass on to the consideration of the diseases of the sum- 
mer and autumn. 

The temperature of the past summer was high. As the mercury in 
the winter had repeatedly fallen below zero, in the summer it repeatedly 
rose 100° above it. On five days in the month of July the thermometer 
stood at 100°, and on four of those days a few degrees above that point. 
On one day towards the last of June it stood at 100°. The drought 
at one time was so great as to threaten the entire destruction of the 
summer crops. At the last extremity a seasonable rain, however, saved 
those crops. They were not still by any means full crops. The greatest 
degree of heat was in the month of July, although the latter part of 
June and fore part of August were excessively warm. Diseases of the 
stomach and bowels commenced early in the season. Dysentery was so 
general and wide-spread as almost to entitle it to the character of epi- 
demic. It prevailed throughout July and August and until the middle 
of September. The attacks were severe in many cases, but were very 


- amenable to medicine. But two cases in my own practice and in that 


of my son proved fatal. These were both children. The disease was 
treated by evacuating the alimentary canal with castor oil. We seldom 
gave more than one dose—sometimes, however, it was necessary to give 
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it once or twice more in drachm doses. The great principle kept in 
view in the treatment, was to maintain the bowels as much as possible 
at rest. Opium and confinement to bed, and the avoidance of solid 
nourishment, effected this object. The opium @as administered in the 
form of Dover’s powders, when the patient could take them without 
offending too much the stomach. We prepared the Dover’s with the 
usual quantity of opium, and but one quarter of a grain of ipecac, and 
three grains of sulph. potas. to each powder. A whole powder was 
given to an adult every three or four hours—sometimes every two honrs 
if it did not narcotize too much, and the degree of pain required it. 
Generally speaking, however, ong powder every four hours was sufficient. 
To children we gave the medicine as often, but the powder was divided 
into six or eight doses, according to the age of the child. Where tenes- 
mus was very distressing to the adult, we generally introduced a couple 
of grains of opium as a suppository, at bedtime, and if expelled, re- 
peated it until it remained. In many cases we gave adults one or two 
grains of plumbi acetatis with every dose of Dover. The medicine was 
given to children according to the following formula :— 


R.—Plumb. acetat. gr. viij ; 
Aq. fontan. f3ij.—Solve. 


A teaspoonful of this solution was given every two hours with each dose 
of the Dover. Care was always taken not to use the opiate suppository 
too near to the Dover. A large mush and milk or bread and milk poul- 
tice was in many cases applied to the abdomen, and with very pleasing 


and soothing effects. Sometimes the sinapism was preferred. 7. opti 
camph. and ag. camphore were occasionally used. In some cases 
where the stomach was irritable and distressed with nausea, the effer- 
vescing powders were given with very satisfactory results. Sometimes, 
however, the lime-water and milk were preferred. The diet was liquid, 
consisting principally of soups of potato, sometimes of chicken; and 
sweet milk and bread ; sometimes soft toasted bread and table tea were 
allowed. This treatment subdued the disease in a very brief period. 
Occasionally, however, the disease assumed the typhoid type, and then 
was more protracted and difficult to manage. All these cases eventually 
submitted to treatment. 

Diarrhoea was very rife, but gave way readily to a modification of the 
foregoing practice. Opium combined with lead, as advised for the 
dysenteric cases, proved effectual in arresting this disease. 

Cholera morbus was unusually prevalent during the hot weather. As 
an evidence of this, I will merely state that I visited five cases of this 
affection in one forenoon. All the casesrecovered. There wasnothing 
peculiar in these cases except in one. In this the rice-water discharges 
and cramp were so well displayed as to excite suspicion of malignant 
cholera. The severe spasms and rice-water discharges continued two 
or three days. The case finally did well. The patient was an adult of 
about fifty years of age. The effervescing powders were freely used, as 
the nausea and vomiting were present a day ortwo. The lime-water 
and milk was also employed, and opiam freely given. The patient was, 
however, more relieved by plumbi acetatis and morphia, than by any 
other medication. Eight grains of the lead were dissolved intwo ounces 
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of water, and one grain of morphia added. A teaspoonful of this 
mixture was given every two hours until the disease was removed. 
When irritating matters had been sufficiently removed by the natural 
efforts, this combination had an admirable effect. When I was called 
early in the case, and when I did not think it advisable to arrest the 
discharges immediately, I commenced with } gr. of opium and the } 
grain of calomel, repeated as the circumstances of the case seemed to 
require—-sometimes every half hour at the commencement of the attack. 
The lead and opium were afterwards used, if indications should render 
it necessary. In a couple of cases occurring in children, where the 
stomach was exceedingly irritable and the alvine discharges bloody and 
mucous, I gave with the happiest effects calomel in 4 grain doses, until 
five or six doses were taken. These children were of the age of six 
months each. 

A number of cases of enteric fever occurred this season. There was 
nothing remarkable in them, unless it should have been that the bowels 
were perhaps more disordered than usual. The cases were treated in 
the ordinary way, by sp. nit. dulc., blue mass, and alcoholic stimulants. 

Sporadic scarlatina has occurred during the year. The cases were 
not numerous, and were comparatively of a mild type. None proved 
fatal. Amongst the remedies employed I was most pleased with the 
acid, sulph, dilut. of the dispensatory. From one to two fluidrachms 
were added to a pint of water and sweetened with white sugar, and 
given to the patient ad libitum. 

Many cases of erysipelas have occurred during the past year. They 
were treated by internal stimulation with carbonate of ammonia, and 
sometimes with brandy added thereto; and as external applications, by 
nitrate of silver dissolved in water, in the proportion of from 5ij to 4j 
of the nitrate to the 3 of water. Desiccated sulpbate of iron, accord- 
ing to the directions of Velpeau, was also used, and sometimes with 
marked benefit. Upon the whole, I prefer the nitrate of silver to any 
other local application ; and here indulge me in the remark, that I have 
never lost an adult with erysipelas, and have never treated my cases 
antiphlogistically. I have never yet seen anything in my own practice 
countenancing the belief in the contagious nature of this disease, but I 
always make it a point to use careful ablution of my hands before 
attending an obstetrical case, and always before leaving the house of 
the patient, if my hands have come in contact with diseased secretions. 

Were it not that it would be swelling this communication to unreason- 
able bounds, I would give you the history of a case of erysipelas of 
much interest, which occurred a few weeks since. 

Vesicular and pustular affections of the skin have been unusually 
prevalent the past year, but as the attention of the profession has been 
so repeatedly called to this subject by writers in the Reporter, I will 
touch very briefly upon it. I have no doubt but that the disease is a 
variety of scabies. I have found it difficult, in some cases, of removal. 
I have trusted more to the citrine ointment than to any other applica- 
tion, and have generally found it ultimately successful. I have in a few 
instances treated the disease according to Dr. Bateman’s plan, with 
corrosive sublimate and muriate of ammonia externally, and arsenic in- 
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ternally, but have not treated a sufficient number of cases to decide on 
its merits. 

In this connection (cutaneous diseases), I will state that an unusual 
number of cases of paronychia have fallen under my care during the 
past year. Where early and free incision has been resorted to, the 
recovery has been rapid. But there is a very great aversion with many 
to this course, and in a number of cases I was not consulted until sup- 
puration had taken place, the abscess burst, the finger very tumid, and 
the cavity of the abscess filled with fangous granulations. These have 
been very speedily destroyed, and the parts disposed to take on a healthy 
action, by dusting freely over the luxuriant granulations the corrosive 
sublimate. My attention was directed to this remedy a few years since 
by an article in the U. S. Dispensatory by Wood & Bache. A patient 
presented himself before me with one of the worst fingers of this de- 
scription that I had ever seen. It had been of some weeks’ standing. 
The finger was very tumid and the fungus most abundant. One or two 
applications of the caustic destroyed entirely the granulations; the 
swelling subsided and the parts rapidly healed up. 

One case of spontaneous gangrene occurred the past summer, which 
proved rapidly fatal. It seized upon the leg of a patient aged about 75 
years. This man’s wife, about one year before, had died in the same 
manner. Another case occurred about three months since, upon the 
hand of a man of intemperate habits. The back of the hand was the 
part affected. A blister the size of a shilling broke and discharged a 
limpid fluid; the parts underneath were found to be gangrenous. I 
treated it with equal parts of muriatic acid and water combined. The 
disease was arrested. The parts separated and the cavity healed up. 
About four years since the same man applied to me with a similar affec- 
tion. I then treated it with iodine, and with success. He is of about 
fifty years of age, and apparently of a good constitution. 

I have been so pleased with the efficacy of the iodine injection in 
hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, that I cannot pass it by unnoticed. 
I have, it is true, treated but a single case of it during the past year. 
The result was extremely happy. The preparation which I used was as 
follows :— 

..—Todinii gr. viij ; 
lodid. potas. gr. xvj. 
Solve in aqua flavial. f3j. 


Of this injection two small penis syringefals were thrown through a 
canula into the sac of the tunica vaginalis, and left in a few minutes and 
then permitted to run off. The experience which I have had with this 
article in the few cases treated by me with it, induces me to give it vastly 
the preference over every other plan of treatment whatever. 

It is getting time that I bring this communication to a close. I 
will briefly notice a ease now under treatment. T. F., eight days 
since, whilst in a state of bratal intoxication, fell on the rails of the 
N. J. Central R. Road in such a manner that his left leg was plaeed on 
the track. Whilst in this position a train of cars passed over his leg, 
and would have severed it from his body, had it not been that he had 
on four pair of pantaloons and very thick boots. He was conveyed to 
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the nearest station, and I was sent for. I found the leg lacerated and 
fractured in the most frightful manner, and the injury extended so high 
up the leg that at first sight I was apprehensive that I could not get 
enough of sound integuments to form a flap. I was obliged to ampu- 
tate nearer to the knee-joint than I would otherwise have done. By 
making a circular incision, I saved enough of the common integuments 
to form a handsome flap—one that covered the stump completely. No- 
thing unfavorable has occurred since, and to-day, which is the eighth 
day since amputation, the leg was dressed for the first time. There is 
every prospect of his recovery at present. 

At the meeting of our County Medical Society in October last, which 
by the by was pretty well represented, the inquiry was made of the 
members present of the state of the health of their several localities, 
and the answer very generally was, remarkably good. Since then scar- 
latina has prevailed very extensively at Flemington, which is about 
eleven miles from this place. I clipped an article from the Hunterdon 
Gazette, published in that place, and send it inclosed. It is of yester- 
day’s date. 

Dec. 6. Stckness.— There has been, this fall, an extraordinary 
amount of sickness and mortality among the children in this locality, 
remarkable as it is for general freedom from disease. Scarlet fever has 
prevailed very generally—scarce a family in the village or its surround- 
ings have escaped; and some have been sorely afflicted. There were 
three funerals on Tuesday. Weare glad to note, however, that the sick- 
ness seems to be now abating.” 

Very respectfully, 
Wa. JoHnson. 

Wurre Hovse, Dec. 17. 


(E.) 


Dr. Stepnen WICKEs, 
Chairman Standing Committee, Medical Society of N. J. 

As district reporter representing the District Medical Society for the 
county of Burlington, it becomes my duty to communicate to you such 
information as I have been enabled to gather, respecting the health of 
this county during the past year. Twice during the year I have issued 
letters of inquiry to the profession of the county on the subject, but 
have failed to receive a general report. Judging, however, from the 
communications I have received, I excuse this apparent neglect, on the 
ground that there has been such a general itmunity from diseases of 
any kind, that the profession have hardly considered it worth while to 
notice the few cases that have occurred. I would, however, respect- 
fully suggest that such a time is a a favorable one for pointing out 
the characteristics of the diseases which do occur, and the various plans 


of treatment resorted to, that the reporter may have an opportunity of 
comparing results, and making observations upon them. 
So far as I am aware, the only general epidemic that prevailed in this 
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county the past year, was confined to the medical profession. This 
disease, which has of late been made the subject of study by certain 
enthusiastic southern pathologists, is known by the name drapetomania, 
a disposition to run away from home! I shall not at this time go into 
a lengthened disquisition on the causes, nature, results, pathology, 
course, and treatment of this disease, but will refer you for further facts 
in regard to it to elaborate essays to be found in the pages of some of 
our southern journals. Snuffice it to say, that the epidemic prevailed 
here throughout the entire season, and was characterized by its ordinary 
symptom, a strong desire to leave home. The cause of the disease 
was, in this instance, a uniform ane, viz: Little or nothing to do at home. 
The treatment was emphatically “expectant,” and the termination 
“favorable,” for when allowed to “‘run its course,” it left the patient 
where it found him, viz: At home. The most serious “result” of this 
epidemic, and of the cause that has given rise to it, is the emptiness of 
a certain sac, or pouch in the right inguinal region. This, however, is 
a result that it is hoped may be obviated by time. 

You already perceive that from paucity of material, my report will 
be necessarily short. From the interest that the profession of this 
county have always taken in the State Medical Society, I feel sure, that 
had anything worthy of special note come under their observation, they 
would have communicated it. 

In Burlington and vicinity, there was, as elsewhere, a general immunit 
from disease. The year was ushered in with very cold weather, which 
continued till the 11th of January, when it began to moderate. ‘On the 
sixth the thermometer marked 10° below zero. During this time a 
good deal of snow fell, and there was a prevalence of high winds. On 
the 11th the weather began to moderate, and on the night of the 12th, 
there was a heavy fall of rain. About the 20th the weather became 
very cold again, and continued so throughout the month, and until 
February sixth, when it moderated again till the night of the 11th, 
when it again became cold, and so continued till about the 20th, when 
it again moderated for a few days. On the 27th several inches of snow 
fell. On the first of March about six inches of snow fell, which, at 
about 10 P. M. changed to rain, which continued nearly all night. On 
the night of the third of March, ice formed to the thickness of two or 
three inches. On the ninth, there was another snow storm, and on the 
10th the thermometer was 2° below zero. On the 11th, the weather 
moderated, and continued mild and pleasant till the 20th, when snow 
fell again to the depth of about six inches. On the 23d the Delaware 
was crossed from Burlington to Bristol on the ice without the accom- 
paniment of a boat for safety. Two days afterwards steamboats com- 
menced their regular trips between Philadelphia and Trenton. The 
last days of. March were very windy and cold. It seemed as if winter 
had returned with all its force. On the 2d of April, while riding in the 
country, I passed over a snow drift two feet in depth. 

It will thus be seen, that the first three months of the year were 
characterized by excessive cold, much snow and rain, and high winds. 

The opening of the year found a tendency to the spread of smallpox 
in Burlington. A few cases of true smallpox occurred, and many of 
varioloid. Vaccination and revaccination were very extensively per- 
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formed, and almost uniformly with the effect of establishing the vaccine or 
vaccinoid disease. Most grown persons who had been successfully vac- 
cinated in infancy or childhood, had very sore arms, and had very 
marked febrile symptoms, though the sore was far from being a perfect 
one. I take it for granted that these persons, had they not been revac- 
cinated, would have had varioloid. The course of the disease in one 
family is worthy of record. It consisted of a gentleman, his wife, cne 
child, the wife’s sister and a servant. The latter had had the disease 
“the natural way” in Ireland. The rest had all been vaccinated. A 
few cases of smallpox and varioloid had oceurred, when on the 18th of 
December, I was called to the child, a girl aged seven years, who was 
severely attacked with all the symptoms of an exanthematous disease. 
But, as none of the exanthemata were prevailing at the time, except 
variola and its modification varioloid, and as the girl had been vac- 
cinated, and bore, to all appearance, a perfect vaccine mark, I was un- 
willing, although a few irregular pimples showed themselves on her 
neck, to believe that the disease was varioloid, and took shelter under 
the convenient name of “a bilious attack.” However, on the 5th of 
January, just eighteen days afterward, I was called to the father in just 
such a “ bilious attack” as the child had. I hinted the suspicious cha- 
racter of the attack, and my belief now is that the child had suffered 
with a very mild form of varioloid. The father, however, unwilling 
still to believe that his daughter really had had varioloid, attributed his 
attack to contagion at a funeral of one of his parishioners. It turned 
out, however, I believe, that that was a case of croup, and not vario- 
loid. The primary symptoms in this case, headache, pain in back and 
limbs, suffusion of eyes, fever, &c., were very marked, and were suc- 
ceeded in due time by a full crop of pustules; many of them as perfect 
as though uninfluenced by vaccination. The case ran the usual course 
of a severe case of varioloid. On the third day (the 8th), I vaccinated 
the wife, her sister, and her daughter, predicting, from the appearance 
of the scars of the former vaccinations, that they would not ‘‘take.” 
However, the wife and sister had sore arms. The latter went through 
the regular stages of vaccinoid disease, and escaped an attack of vario- 
loid ; but with the former, who had been more exposed to the contagion, 
the case was very different. The progress of the vaccinoid disease was 
very slow, and finally appeared to be entirely arrested, and by the 16th 
she was attacked with all the primary symptoms of varioloid. When I 
saw that her arm was sore, I believed her fully protected, and was loth 
to give her up to an attack of varioloid. But there were the primary 
symptoms, and they could not be gainsaid. They cquld not be covered 
up under the plea of “a severe nervous attack.” Greek had met Greek. 
Variola had thrown down the gauntlet to vaccinia, and we could only 
stand by and witness the tag of war. Variola made a bold onslaught, 
overleaped the first barrier—the former vaccination—and threatened to 
bear down the second, which, having ceased to advance, calmly and 
quietly awaited the advance of its impetuous foe. The resistance was 
so successfal that but very few pustules made their appearance, and 
these aborted, so that the patient was convalescent by the fifth day. 
The daughter was not in the slightest degree affected by her revaccin- 


ation. 
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As an evidence of the epidemic influence prevalent at this time, I 
would mention that nearly every attempt at vaccination, so far as my 
experience and observation went, was successful ; and that a large pro- 
portion of revaccinations were successful in producing the vaccinoid 
disease, even in persons who had frequently been experimented upon 
before. This influence did not subside until April, and it is my firm 
conviction, that, but for the protective power of vaccination, the popu- 
lation of Burlington would, in the winter of 1855-6, have been as com- 
pletely decimated by smallpox, as Norfolk and Portsmouth had been 
the previous summer by yellow fever. 

I do not learn that there were any cases of smallpox in other parts 
of the county. 

As the season advanced, the health improved—Pandora’s box was 
closed. Hygeia assumed the sway of empire+—the occupation of the 
physician was well-nigh gone, and this state of things continued to the 
end of the year. Intermittent fever, which had been very prevalent for 
three or four summers, almost entirely disappeared the past season, and 
there were scarcely cases enough of bilious and typhoid fevers to enable 
us to test the latest methods of treatment. During the latter part of 
the year, a very fatal epidemic of scarlet fever visited the borough of 
Bristol, just across the Delaware River in Pennsylvania, but we escaped 
it entirely. 

In Mount Holly, six miles southeast from Burlington, there was some 
scarlet fever from about midsummer on till the close of the year, but 
most of the cases were of a mild type. 

In Rancocas, about five miles south of Burlington, Dr. Martin reports 
that during the latter part of the year there were a few mild cases of 
scarlet fever. Earlier in the season, intermittent and remittent fevers 
prevailed principally in the vicinity of the Rancocas Creek. These 
diseases were generally characterized by a low, or typhoid type, though 
they ordinarily yielded readily to the preparations of bark. There was, 
however, a strong liability to a return of the disease on the 7th, 14th, 
and 2Ist days; the length of time of return being proportioned to the 
length of time that the patient had labored under the disease. If the 
patient applied for relief as soon as he was attacked by the disease, he 
was not liable to a return, if at all, until the 14th or 21st day; but if 
the disease was allowed to run its course uninfluenced by remedies for 
some time, this return was liable to occur on the 7th, and even on the 
third day. By a steady perseverance in the use of remedies, either con- 
tinuously for three or four weeks, or by anticipating each septurnal 
period a day or two, the disease was, in most instances, cut short. A 
few cases of dysentery occurred, which were under the prevailing inter- 
mittent or remittent influence. 

Dr. Thornton, Jr., of Moorestown, writes, that during the first three 
months of the year, the only epidemics that prevailed were parotitis and 
lichen, the latter being characterized by its great intractability. This 
complaint prevailed very extensively during the year, not only through- 
out this county and State, but all over the country. In April and May, 
scarlatina was epidemic. During July, August, and September, diar- 
rhea and dysentery prevailed to a moderate extent; also rubeola, and 
the bowel complaints of children. 
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The intermittent, remittent, and enteric fevers prevailed to a much 
less extent than usual. In November and December, erysipelas pre- 
vailed to a moderate extent. The year throughout has been a very 
healthy one. 

Dr. Thornton mentions a case of spasmodic action of the diaphragm, 
unattended by any symptom indicative of singultus, sach as spasm of 
the glottis, and the peculiar noise attending it. The contractions jarred 
the whole person and bed—occurred once in three months, and gene- 
rally lasted about two weeks. Dr. T. says nothing of the treatment. 
He also mentions a case of pustule maligne. The pustule arose near 
the left angle of the mouth, produced enormous tumefaction of the 
tongue, throat and left half of the face, comatose symptoms, and death 
within seventy-two hours after its appearance. There also occurred 
along the course of the Delaware, some cases of congestive bilious fever 
proving suddenly fatal. A similar case came under my observation in 
Burlington, proving fatal on the fourth day. During the prevalence of 
erysipelas, there occurred one case of puerperal peritonitis of a malig- 
nant type, terminating fatally. 

The report of Dr. Coleman, of Pemberton, accompanies this as a 
part of my report. 

We have in this county the usual complement of irregular practitioners, 
and are likely to have so long as the law gauges the capability of a 
man to assume the responsibility of the practice of medicine by his 
ability to present to the county clerk a translation of a diploma, ac- 
companied by the enormous fee of one shilling. 

In conclusion, I would respectfully call the attention of the Standing 
Committee to the necessity of a revision of the fee table, or its utter 
abolishment as a guide to our charges. Since its adoption, the costs 
of living have advanced enormously. The physician has to pay higher 
prices for almost every article of consumption, and yet, he can make no 
corresponding advance in his charges without laying himself open to 
the charge of calling for more than the fee table of the State allows. 
It is notorious that quacks can, and do charge many times as much for 
medical attendance as the regular practitioner is allowed to charge, 
and that their bills are much more uniformly paid, and that, too, by per- 
sons who never think of paying a regular practitioner, if attended by 
one. The greater the absurdity too of the quackery, the greater often- 
times is the readiness to meet its pecuniary demands. 

There are, too, many cases for which our fee bill makes no provision 
whatever. In these cases, the fact of having a fee bill only causes em- 
barrassment where there is a disposition to cavil at the charges made. 

8S. W. Burier, 
Reporter 
Braumeron, N. J., Jan. 14, 1857. 


S. W. Burien, M. D., 
Reporter for Burlington District. 


The past year has been one of unexampled exemption from disease 
in my immediate district, and were it not the duty of the historian to 
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chronicle the reign of peace as faithfully as that of terror, silence 
would reserve in purity an untarnished page for the transactions of the 
year 1856. 

During the prevalence of the extremely low temperature for which 
the advent of this year stands remarkable, very few cases of indisposi- 
tion occurred ; but later, as the temperature rose, and the atmosphere 
became more humid, pulmonary attacks and rheumatism were more 
frequent. 

Pleurisy and pneumonia were the principal forms of thoracic disturb- 
ance. In consideration of the prevalence of what we consider a typhoid 
type of fever, the treatment of erganic diseases has undergone a corre- 
sponding modification. The lancet is much less frequently used than in 
former years, and greater reliance placed on those measures which 
relieve the system more by their revulsive properties, than on direct 
exhaustion by sanguine depletion. 

In pleuritis, the very plethoric, when laboring under what appeared 
to be an entonic febrile action, were generally once bled, but much more 
frequently the cases seemed to be of an atonic type, and were treated 
with fall doses of opium, one or two active cathartics, and blisters. The 
treatment of simple pneumonia, or when complicated with pleurisy, was 
generally an emetic of lobelia, ipecac, or antim. et potas. tart., selected 
as seemed to be most compatible, a mercurial cathartic, blisters, ptisans, 
and sol. antim. et potas. tart. 

Not any of these cases were salivated, nor have pbthisical sequele 
ensued. 

As the season advanced, in the latter part of May and June, indica- 
tions of serious enteric disturbances were manifested, in both adults and 
infants. Cases simulating dysentery (rather ileo-colitis) were some- 
what frequent, a moderate diarrhea, with tenesmus, and muco-san- 
guineous evacuations, which yielded almost invariably to one or two 
doses of calomel and castor oil. 

In a short time such cases disappeared, and were not resumed after 
the hot weather of summer had passed, and autumnal fogs and damps, 
with their malarious offspring, are most prone to engender them, or at 
least to render such cases more malignant and protracted. 

Coincidently, cholera infantum made its appearance, and those cases 
which were accompanied with much dental irritation, were the only ones 
that became protracted in duration. A few of these were quite tedious, 
continuing with alternating violence until late in the fall. Such has 
been the fact for three successive years, the most violent cases having 
occurred before the anemic influence of along continued high temper- 
ature had in a measure subverted the vital tone. Have these results 
any relation to the hydrometrie condition? The years 1853, ’4, 5 and 
’6, have been unusually dry, only about three-fifths of the average quantity 
of water having fallen. The vernal months were the wettest, followed 
by dry summers, with the exception of 54, when timely showers kept 
the surface sufficiently damp for vegetation, but not saturated. 

The prompt recovery of the adults, and the necessary concurrence of 
dental irritation to prolong the infantile cases, would seem to refer their 
origin rather to sudden atmospherical vicissitudes, than to malaria. 
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Fever and ague is not a disease of this locality, no spontaneous case 
having occurred during the last twenty years. 

Notwithstanding the deficiency of rain, and consequent arid condition 
of the swamps and savannahs (too entirely dry for increased vegetable 
decomposition), the evidences of a returning intermittent diathesis has 
been steadily augmenting during the years °53,’4 and °5. No case, 
however, had been fully developed. It was exemplified in the well 
marked remissions, both in the early and latter stages of the remittent 
fevers of this locality, insomuch that some of the cases were arrested in 
their incipiency, and others abridged in their later progress, by quinia. 

The increasing tendency to this type for three successive years was so 
unquestionable, that I was almost tempted to appear among the Pro- 
phets and announce its full development in ’56, as our compeers had 
predicted the advent of the yellow fever at that time in Philadelphia; 
but being deficient in Barnum’s gréat attribute, a sovereign contempt 
for the intelligence of the people, the fear in case of failure, that 
the public memory would impeach my judgment, I adopted the non- 
committal policy ; a fortunate resolution, as no case of fever and ague 
has thus far been reported. The indications are also less. Neither 
has the yellow fever disturbed the equanimity of our sober-minded 
contemporaries of the neighboring city. A hint in tactics! When we 
are absolutely ignorant of the invariable antecedent of an epidemic dis- 
ease, the philosophical inquirer will give the exact logical importance 
to every circumstance under observation, and nothing more, his hy- 
potheses should therefore be announced with a wide Delphic margin. 

Intermittent fever is much more prevalent in many localities in this 
county than formerly. 

The topography has undergone no corresponding change. 

Have we intermittent cycles, depending on a cause still more recon- 
dite than marsh miasm? and is the latter merely an adjunct of the for- 
mer? If so, have the dry seasons arrested the development of what 
would have been an active disease, under circumstances of greater 
humidity? I merely state the fact. Local observations thus accumu- 
lated in the archives of our State Society, may enable a future general- 
izer to demonstrate the law upon which this disease depends. The 
deductions of Prof. Maury, from his cumulated marine and meteoric 
observations, are achievements of equal magnitude. 

The continued fever now so generally recognized as typhoid, has been 
of much less frequent occurrence with me, but has prevailed more ex- 

tensively with some neighboring physicians. The nomenclature of this 
disease, and its claim to an infectious or contagious character, seem to 
be questions of difficulty. 

If we adopt the definition of Louis, that typhoid fever is a follicular 
enteritis, certainly many of the cases occurring here, under apparently 
the same circumstances, cannot be included in that category. If we 
take the more extended view of Dr. Stokes, that the typhoid is an 
essential fever of atonic type, liable to various local determinations, we 
have before us what corresponds better with our observation. 

Congestion, and subacute or non-plastic inflammations of the viscera 
of the important cavities (cranial, thoracic and abdominal), are frequent, 
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althongh many cases pursue their whole course without any. decided 
local determination. 

Neither is the atonic character of these fevers so urgent at all times. 
Many of the cases, if not too heroically treated, preserve vital and 
recuperative tone sufficient for perfect recovery, without stimulants or 
tonics. 

Others again suffer greater prostration; some as early as the 11th 
or 12th day requiring stimuli or tonics, bat never in such quantities as 
we see reported in hospital practice, owing, perhaps, to the greater 
salubrity of our atmosphere. 

The modifications of type iff these fevers, when, to the best of our 
knowledge, their origin is the same, is striking. Of two robust young 
men, pursuing the same calling, and working together, one was affected 
with delirium, deafness, subsultus, sudamina, moderate diarrhea, and 
was helped out with brandy (socalled). Duration of fever four to five 
weeks. Near the termination of this case, the second was attacked with 
a continued fever, without delirium deafness, subsultus, or sudamina, 
and recovered in three weeks, without_brandy. 

The approach of this fever is insidious, the premonitions being recog- 
nizable for days and even weeks before its full development. When 
thus occurring, abortive methods for its arrest are unavailing. 

Quinia, opium, packing with the wet sheet, sometimes appear to 
modify, but not arrest. 

An easy emetic (as ipecac) will relieve the sense of gastric and portal 
fulness. 

Active cathartics too often prodace the diarrhcea, which Louis specifies 
as the characteristic feature of typhoid fever. It is necessary, therefore, 
to observe much caution in their use during the whole course of the 
fever. After the bowels have been fully evacuated, the most gentle 
aperients, occasionally used, are safest. 

As the nervous system in many cases is very impressible, anodynes 
become necessary. The headache, insomnolency, jactitation, &c., are 
promptly relieved by sul. morph., in doses from } to 4 grain, and 
where there is no tendency to coma. I know of no instance where an 
unpleasant result has followed its use. As the tendency of this disease, 
in the majority of cases, is to terminate favorably, unless aggravated by 
local complications, with our present information on the subject, the 
expectant plan of treatment certainly appears to be the most reliable. 

Encephalitis, pneumonitis, intestinal hemorrhage, and other compli- 
cations, are to be treated mainly as such affections are under other 
circumstances, but with constant reference to the typhoid character of 
the fever. 

Whether this fever be contagious or not is a mooted question. 
Where doubts exist, prudence dictates caution, and the observance of 
those rules applicable to cases positively contagious. 

Without expressing an opinion, I will merely state some promiygnt 
facts, whieh perhaps are too limited to entitle me to a legitimate concla- 
sion. 

Within the last two years, I have visited one family ninety days continu- 
ously, as the individual members were successively attacked by this con- 
tinued typhoid form of fever. Not one member of the family escaped. 
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The first person seized was a visitor in the family: had felt slightly 
indisposed before her arrival, had come from a locality where the disease 
was not prevailing at that time, and had been at the residence specified 
two weeks before the disease was fairly developed. Three of the nurses 
on this occasion contracted the fever, and returned to their respective 
homes, where the disease ran its usual course without being commani- 
cated in one single instance, although one of the nurses repaired to an 
institution of 150 inmates, and was sick three weeks. Had it in this 
instance a local origin alone? 

Two young men following the same calling, one became sick, deli- 
rium, petechia, and diarrhea; the other continued his work, saw him 
very infrequently, being absent from the house several days in succession, 
yet he sickened in three weeks from the commencement of the first case. 
The remainder of the family constantly in attendance on the diseased 
invariably escaped. 

Of two families, nearly located, one member of each was seized about 
the same time. The first was affected with deafness, delirium, intestinal 
hemorrhage, congestive pneumonia, death. The other escaped all com- 
plications but enteritis, of which he died. Not one of the members of 
either of these families was affected. 

W. M., Delirium, deafness, slight pneumonia, diarrhoea, excessive 
intestinal hemorrhage; recovered. Numerous family, all escaped. 

H. F., Delirium, deafness, abortion, edematous swelling of uvula 
and tonsils, slight tetanoid rigidity, hemoptysis, diarrhea, nausea and 
vomiting, nephritis, excessive cutaneous and subcutaneous sloughing on 
the sacrum and trochanters, all in the order enumerated. Stimulants 
and nitrogenous food, sustained and reconstructed the wasted tissues 
to recovery. This family also escaped entirely. 

Indeed, upon the review of my experience in this disease, I perceive 
more single than multiple cases in the same family. 

I have nothing to add to the cabinet of curiosities in the way of 
anomolous cases. 

The aura of homeopathy is around us, and occasionally wafts a 
zephyr into our midst, to sustain the mythical existence of certain dubi- 
ous forms of humanity. : 

I do not offer this in the expectation of contributing any importance 
to your report, but merely to obviate the scandal which rested on the 
profession last year, in not having furnished one contribution to the Re- 
porter. 

I. P. CoLeman. 

Pempertox, January 2, 1856. 


(F.) 


Dr. StepHen WICKEs, 


Chairman, §c. 
My appointment to the office of Secretary of the Camden County 
Medical Society, bears date June, 1856. It appears from a recent 
resolution of the State Society, that the Secretary of each County Medi- 
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eal Society is, by virtue of his office, reporter of the diseases of his 
county to the Chairman of the Standing Committee of the State Medi- 
cal Society. I had paid no attention to the duties devolving upon me, 
until the reception of your letter, and since then have not been in com- 
munication with the members of our County Society residing out of the 
city of Camden. I can only give some few facts relating to the health 
of our own town. In the early part of the past year, variola and vario- 
loid in an epidemic form prevailed; also frequent cases of varicella. 
There occurred nothing peculiar in these cases, except occasional 
cerebral complications. A reliable inference drawn from the epidemic, 
was the necessity of revaccinatton, and also an admonition to be more 
guarded in diagnosing genuine vaccine disease. The diseases incident 
to spring, were by no means as frequent as usual, and were generally 
mild in their character. An epidemic of pertassis commenced at this 
time, and continued until the autumn ; the cases, as a general thing, re- 
quired but little medical attention. The summer months were charac- 
terized by an unusual immunity from disease; cholera infantum was 
much less frequent and more manageable; intermittent and remittent 
fevers were rare ; rubeola and scarlatina appeared here near the close of 
the season ; the first became very general, and continued to prevail until 
the close of the year; the cases were mild, and the complications but 
few. Scarlatina in its various types prevailed to quite an extent; the 
anginose form was by far the most frequent, requiring the most unre- 
mitting attention to the throat; sedative astringents and disinfectant 
washes and gargles were made use of in connection with counter-irrita- 
tion. Some of the practitioners speak highly of the extensive appli- 
cation of ice to the throat. Cases of malignant scarlet fever were not 
uncommon, and in most cases terminated fatally. Some little dysenteric 
affection appeared in the autumn, often superinduced by intermittents 
and remittents; the cases yielded readily to narcotics, alteratives, and 
antiperiodics. Near the close of September, intermittents became more 
frequent, and usually resisted ordinary remedies; intermittents not 
yielding to treatment, and those neglected for two or three days, would 
often turn upon the bowels in the form of a violent colliquative diarrhea, 
with red afid glazed or furred tongue, weak and frequent pulse, skin 
dry or otherwise, stomach irritable with epigastric tenderness, and often 
protracted vomiting. To these symptoms generally succeeded a condi- 
tion characterized by fever of an adynamic type, with stupor and more 
or less delirium, diarrhea and abdominal tenderness. In many of the 
cases, there was a decided hemorrhagic diathesis usually from the bowels, 
but often from the nose, gums, and mouth, and in a few instances from 
the uterus. The duration of these cases ranged from ten days to two, 
four, six, and even eight weeks. Convalescence was slow, with a 
tendency to relapse. 

The course of treatment usually pursued, was alterative and astrin- 
gent; calomel allayed the irritability of the stomach, and acetate of 
lead arrested the diarrhea; spts. mindereri when the diarrhea would 
permit was prescribed, and camphor water when the nervous derange- 
ment was considerable. During convalescence, tonics were given freely, 
and with fine effect. : 
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Two cases of yellow fever were met with by one of the practitioners 
of this place, both imported from Brooklyn during its prevalence there. 
Very respectfully, 
J. V. Scwenck, 
Sec. of O. C. Med. Society. 
Campen, Jan. 19, 1857. 


(G.) 


Dr. WickKEs, 


Dear Sir: I received your polite communication of Dec. 10th. In 
reply, permit me to say, that there is no Medical Society in existence 
in this county. It gives me pleasure, notwithstanding, to comply, so 
far as I have the material, with your request. I regret that I have so 
little to communicate. Inasmuch as my matter among its other imper- 
fections must necessarily be ex curid, I am in doubt whether you will 
deem it worthy of notice. I submit it, however, such as it is, for your 
acceptance. 

We have had no epidemic during the year. On the contrary, the 
health of the neighborhood has been unusually good. In a practice of 
some 20 years, I do not recollect a season of more uniform health. 
During the cold and protracted winter, we witnessed but few pulmonary 
affections, and fewer fevers; the latter occasionally assuming the 
typhoid form. Bronchitis was, perhaps, the most frequent complication 
of fever. Scarlatina and measles in a mild form prevailed to some ex- 
tent during the late winter and early spring months. 

The summer being cool, there was not the average amount of diar- 
rhea, cholera, and dysentery; the latter disease, when it attacked 
children, seemed to me to be more fatal than ordinary. Several cases 
which came under my notice were more inflammatory, and more rapidly 
fatal, than I have observed the disease to be for several years past. 

Intermittents, mostly of the tertian and quotidian forms, prevailed to 
some extent during the latter part of summer and autumn. Remittents 
were, however, as they always are, the prevailing type of fever during 
the latter season. They were less disposed to assume an inflammatory 
character than daring the two previous years. They were frequently 
accompanied by diarrhea, which was apt to return some days after the 
removal of the fever. Both intermittents and remittents readily yielded 
to treatment. I observed that quinine and its kindred preparations 
were much better borne than during the two previous years. I pre- 
scribed the sulphate of cinchonia frequently, and with the most grati- 
fying results, in these affections. I commenced with the use of a sample 
very kindly left me by Professor Wood, in the treatment of the early 
spring intermittents, and was so much pleased with its effects, that I 
have since continued to employ it, not only in these, but also as a tonic 
and antiperiodic in the latter stages, and during convalescence from 
remittents, almost to the exclusion of quinia. I am disposed to con- 
sider it nearly equal in efficacy to the latter. There is, I think, this 
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difference in their operation : The cinchonia does not seem to arrest the 
course of an intermittent quite so speedily as the quinia, but the disease 
appears to be less liable to return than when broken by the latter. I 
think the cinchonia will also be found less liable to disagree with the 
stomach. 

We had a few cases of smallpox during the autumn, the majority of 
them of a severe form. 

During the present month scarlatina has again made its appearance. 
It has so far assumed a mild form, and should the weather continue as 
cold as it now is, it will most, probably disappear in a short time. I 
have met with a few cases of varicella within a few weeks. These, with 
sporadic cases of bronchitis and pneumonia, make up our yearly record 
of disease 

Yours, very respectfully, 
QUINTON GIBBON. 

Satem, Dec. 22, 1856. 


(H.) 


As reporter of the Cumberland County District Medical Society, I 
would state, that it has been a year of unusual health in our district. 
No “ pestilence which walketh in darkness, or destruction that wasteth 
at noon-day,” no epidemic of any kind, has visited us during the 
present year. We had some eight or ten cases of variola or varioloid, 
it is true, one of which proved fatal, four or five severe, the rest mild; 
all of which, so far as I could learn, had been vaccinated, some by their 
father or mother, and some by the family physician ; none had been re- 
vaccinated 

As usual when a case of smallpox occurs, there was a great outcry 
for the vaccination of those who had not previously been thus protected. 
Whole families, from the infant of a few weeks old, to the son or 
daughter of twenty years, with the father and mother, in several instan- 
ces had never been vaccinated. One thing in this connection, I would 
notice, viz: That in almost every case the virus “‘took” the first time 
of insertion, in several of which, I could not succeed a few months be- 
fore. Whether this was owing to the atmosphere, the state of the 
system, or the having better virus, I do not know. 

A few cases of measles have also occurred, all of which, I believe, 
were confined to a small ‘‘town” of some six or eight dwellings; two 
out of the twenty-six cases proved fatal, one very old, the other an 
infant, grandmother and grandchild. 

The diseases most prevalent have been typhoid and intermittent 
fevers—the former severe, and in several instances fatal. When once 
it entered a family, it seldom left without attacking more than one, 
sometimes four or five. Still we did not think it contagious, There 
was nothing peculiar in the treatment. The latter, ‘fever nager,” as 
some call it, has been very prevalent and tedious; in some cases lasting 
for weeks and months. In cases where quinia did not effect a cure, 
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eupatorium perfoliatum in decoction was given with success; one Irish- 
man under my care drank quarts, with what distortion of countenance 
you can readily imagine; exclaiming, “Och! by the powers, it aze 
batter it aze.” 

We have had an unusual number of cases of rheumatism, mostly in- 
flammatory, many of which have been severe and protracted. The 
treatment has varied, some using lotions, liniments, blisters, &c. One 
member stated in our society, that he used nothing but calomel ; this 
and the blue-pill, he gave until the system came under its influence, 
when invariably the inflammation subsided, and the patient recovered. 
He did not make a single local application. 

Uterine hemorrhages have been very prevalent both in the pregnant 
and unimpregnated state, or as the women say, “ they are unwell almost 
all the time.” Many cannot date by some eight weeks the time of con- 
ception on this account. I believe it is not catamenia, as it observes 
no periods, and frequently comes on after a long walk, or other fatigue- 
ing exercise. Some cases have been very obstinate, others ending in 
abortion or miscarriage. 

One case of (to me) remarkable labour came under my care in Sep- 
tember. Mrs. D., in labor with her second child, sent for me about 
two o’clock P. M. On making an examination by the touch, I found 
the breech presenting, which in an hour was expelled with the whole 
fetus, with the exception of the head, when, during a strong uterine 
contraction, the head of another fetus was expelled, having one head 
within, and another without, tightly wedging in the pelvis. I was, I 
confess, in a dilemma; several things occurred to me, one to amputate 
the head without, push the body up as far as possible, deliver the first 
head, and then seize the feet of the second child and extract that also. 
Bat as it is said ‘‘a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush,” I con- 
cluded to try another method, viz: To “wire draw” the child whose 
head was without the vulva. This was done carefully, slowly, and with 
complete success; the other was then delivered as in any other breech 
or footling case. In all the twin cases which have fallen under my 
care heretofore, the second and not the first child was a breech presen- 
tation. I do not recollect a single exception. In some cases, both 
have been presentations of the head. 

A case of what may be called “ canine surgery,” came under my care 
some time ago. Mr. H. called on me, and stated that two days pre- 
viously, a valuable dog of his, in attempting to crush a large bone, dis- 
located his lower jow, and that he must destroy him unless he could 
have him relieved. I told him to bring the dog out, and we would try 
to reduce the bone. He did so, and placing one of his legs on either 
side, held his head, while with a soft stick (instead of thumbs) I pressed 
hard upon the last grinders, at the same time elevating the jaw, the 
condyles snapped in to their sockets, and the animal was instantly re- 
lieved. The dog in his way expressed more gratitude than many bipeds 
to whom I have rendered more than that amount of service. 

E. E. BaTemMan, 
Reporter. 


Farton, N. J., Dec. 20, 1856. 
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(I.) 


To Dr. S. Wickes, 
Chairman, &c. 

In my report I can say but little concerning the health of the whole 
of Mercer County, but must of necessity confine myself principally to 
the city of Trenton. So few physicians from the country districts attend 
the meetings of our District Society, that we have but little opportunity 
of knowing the extent of disease in the portions of it remote from our 
city. During the last winter and spring, variola prevailed in Trenton 
to a considerable extent. It was imported, after having disappeared 
from us two or three times, from Philadelphia. The disease which has 
been most extensively prevalent during the past year, has been scarla- 
tina. Commencing in the month of February last, it has continued to 
prevail to a greater or less extent in our city to the present time. The 
majority of cases have been of the aiiginose form—the affection of the 
fauces being a prominent part of the disease. Occasionally, malignant 
cases have been met with—generally appearing in children of unhealthy 
constitutions. Some of the cases have been attended with a great 
degree of swelling about the neck, occasionally terminating in suppura- 
tion. But few cases of dropsy following scarlatina have been met with 
by your reporter. They have yielded to the usual remedies in such 
eases. In regard to the treatment of scarlatina, no new or peculiar 
plan has been adopted, that I am aware of, in our neighborhood. 
Greasing with bacon fat was tried in a few cases by one or two of our 
physicians, but was soon abandoned. The boasted prophylactic virtues 
of belladonna have not been tried by any of us that I am aware of. 
For my own part, I consider it a mere relic of Hahnemannism, unworthy 
the confidence of physicians. I have been unable to see any evidence 
of its efficiency, in the reported trials of it which have come to my 
knowledge. We had, during summer and autumn, our usual amount of 
diarrhwas, dysentery, &c., but nothing of special interest in the cases. 

Intermittent fever has been very prevalent. The inhabitants of 
searcely any portion of the city have escaped it. Cases of bilious re- 
mittent and enteric or typhoid have been noticed, though the number of 
the latter disease has been limited. In the treatment of intermittents, 
your reporter has used successfully for the last two years, the sulphate 
of cinchonia. I have given it in about the same quantities that quinine 
is given, and with about as good effect in breaking anintermittent. Its 
less liability to sicken the stomach and affect the head than quinia, ren- 
ders it a very desirable article for use in certain peculiarities of constitu- 
tion ; besides, its less cost, being about one-half that of quinia, makes 
an object in dispensing medicine to the poor. I have occasionally met 
with stubborn intermittents, which would not yield readily to either 
quinia or cinchonia, where a combination of the two principles of the 
bark has had the happiest effect. 

Measles and hooping-cough have also been very prevalent for a few 
months past. A number of cases of the latter disease, complicated with 
bronchitis and pneumonia, have fallen under my notice. These have 
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required very careful antiphlogistic treatment. The single remedy from 
which I have seen most benefit derived in these cases, after antiphlogis- 
tie treatment has been pushed far enough, has been acid. hydrocyanic. 
dilat., given in connection with expectorants. Under the use of this 
remedy, the cough will be allayed, the pulse softened, and the breathing 
improved, almost as if by magic. 

In regard to empiricism or quackery, I cannot resist bringing to your 
notice the case of an old lady who resides in our city, who has a great 
reputation in the treatment of felons, frogs in the hand, erysipelas, &c. 
A felon, according to her, must never be opened by a surgeon—for it 
would be certain death. She will apply poultice after poultice, until the 
confined matter is just ready to burst forth, when she will let it out with 
a pin. It is not an uncommon thing for a surgeon to be-called upon to 
amputate a finger, after she has cured it. She recognizes twenty-six 
different kinds of erysipelas. Buta few days since she was attending a 
man with inflammation of the lymphatics of the arm, calling it one of 
her twenty-six kinds of erysipelas. 

I have been informed that there are physicians in our midst who 
attend to the constitutional, while she takes charge of the local treat- 
ment, in some of these cases. 

Wm. W. L. Puatups, M. D., 
Reporter for Mercer County. 


Trenton, Jan., 1857. 





AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Tenth Annual Meeting of the Association will be held at Nash- 
ville, Tenn., on Tuesday, May 5th, 1857. 

All bodies entitled to representation in the Association, would very 
much further and facilitate its affairs by sending lists of their representa- 
tives at an early period to the undersigned. 

* * * cad * * * * 

Resolutions passed at the eighth meeting of the Association, held at 
Philadelphia :— 

*“* Resolved, That no State or local society shall hereafter be entitled 
to representation in this Association, that has not adopted its code of 
ethics. 

“ Resolved, That no State or local society that has intentionally vio- 
lated or disregarded any article or clause in the code of ethics, shall any 
longer be entitled to representation in this body. 


“‘ Resolved, That no organization or institution entitled to repre- 
sentation in this Association, shall be considered in good standing, 
which has not adopted its code of ethics.” 


Resolution passed at the ninth meeting, held at Detroit :— 

“* Resolved, That any new medical institution not heretofore repre- 
sented in this body, be required to transmit to the Secretary, with the 
credentials of its delegates, evidence of its existence, capacity, and good 
standing.” 

Rospert C. Foster, 
Sec. Am. Med, Association, Nashville, Tenn. 





